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A2W2 Joins Global Human RightsM ovement at | SF
by Tinku Khanna

New Delhi, Nov. 13:
Civil rights activists,
academicians, and
politica activistsworking
for socid justiceissuesin
India and all over the
world cametogether for
afour day meeting at the
IndiaSocia Forum (1SF),
inDdhi’sPrageti Madan,
from November 9-12.
This was the third such
event organized by the
World Social Forum
(India) after the 2003
Asian Social Forumand
the 2004 World Social
Forum. Thethemeof this
ISF was “Building
Another World: A Vision
fortheFuture” anditsaim
wasto create aspacefor
all the organizationsand

individuals working on
civil, economic and
politicd rightstomeetand
interact to mobilise
resources for a better
future.

Apne Aap Women
Worldwide was able to
participatesgnificantly in
the ISF. A2W?2
members, about 50 in
total, from the red light
areas of Forbesgunj
(Bihar) and Khidderpore
(Kolkata) came to
participate, along with
Kishori Mandal |eaders
from Khidderpore,
Topsia (Kolkata), and
Subhash Camp (Delhi).
A2W2 set up astal in
which film CDs of The

Selling of Innocents,
copies of the book The
Place WhereWe Liveis
CalledaRedLight Area,
and copiesof Red Light
Despatchwereavailable
for drculation. Inaddition,
thewomen hosted apand
discussonontheissueof
how themargindization of
certaincommunitiesinthe
era of globalisation
contributes to making
them vulnerable to
trafficking and
prostitution.  This
discussion was so
popular thet, eventhough
theroom’s capacity was
for 75 people, around
120 came to participate
and listen. In addition,
A2W2wasprivilegedto

have Dr. Ritu Priya and
Prof. Ramesh Pranesh, a
noted scholar onnomadic
tribes, intheaudience

Activistsfrom several
other organizations also
joined the discussion.
When  Mohammad
Kalam, anA2W2 worker
in Forbesgunj, and Amna
Biwi, the Forbesgun;j
MahilaMandd President,
talked about the problems
of intergenerational
progtitution , womenfrom
the Badi community in
Nepal and the Bawariya
community in UP also
started speaking out
passionately about their
exploitation. The

Contd. on page 4

“I was Deprived of My Rights’

: Tamanna Speaksat | SF

(recorded by Janaki Dubey)

New Dehi, Nov. 10: My nameis TamannaPerveen,
and | am aKishori Mandal member fromtheA2W2
centreinTopsia, Kolkata. First and foremost, | would
liketothank ApneAgpfor providing metheopportunity
to speak and to share my experiencesin front of the
panel at theISF, and | am very grateful to thedidis
[A2W2 workers] who have helped meto be ableto
speak inpublic.

Frommy childhood, | saw that different types of
domesticviolence, torture, andinequdity prevail among
girl childreninmy community. | saw that girls, froma
very young age, suffer from unequal treatment inthe
family. Girlsare deprived of food, education, and

clothesby their parents. | amfromavery conservative
family, and beingtheonly girl anong 5sblingsinmy
family, | wasalso deprived of my rights. | couldn’t
continue my education. Only after alot of struggle
and hardship was| ableto convince my parentsto let
me cometo the ApneAap centreto learn tailoring.
When | cameto the centre, | got to know about many
schemes and programs for the protection and
empowerment of women and girl children. Inthe
centre, we were trained to speak out about our
sufferings. We had aweekly activity called khula
manch where we practiced how to raise our voices

through advocacy. Contd. on page 8
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“Our Show Told Peoplethat Prostitution Must Sop”:
Three Girls Experiencesat | SF

New Delhi, Nov. 12: Pooja: My
nameisPooja, and | study inthe
sixth standard. | was one of the
participantsof the Subhash Camp
puppet show at the India Social
Forum. On the day of event we
took abusto Nehru Stadium at 7
in the morning. We all enjoyed
oursalvesvery muchinthebus. We
were singing songs and playing
Antakshari thewholetime. | also
like that we got to eat chhole
chaval, chhole bhature, and chips
and that we got to see other shows
too. In Nehru Stadium, therewere
many peoplewho weredoganing
and dancing and presenting
activitiesrelated to atrocitieson
girls, problemsof unemployment
etc. When it was our turn, we
started performing with the
puppets, on the subject of how
women arevictimised in the red
light areas, for asmall audience. |
played therole of astudent named
Kgd, and | wasnervousbecause
we had learned our roles from
Shobha di in only 7 days. The
ApneAap staff and the mothersof
many of the girls were in the
audience, but there were many
more peopletoo.

They al redly liked it, and
asked usto perform again. The
second time we performed the
puppet show, many more people
came. Eventhosewhowereesting
somethingweremoreinterestedin
the puppet show than in thefood.
All the people watched the show
very closdly. | washappy because
my mother also came to Nehru
Stadiumtowetchtheshow and she
praised it like everyone else.
Peopleweretaking our photosand

(as told to Ravi Patil)

talking in a friendly manner,
introducing themselves to us. |
would liketo participateagainin
such programmes, along withmy
group, on behalf of ApneAap so
that we get chanceto seetheouter
world and interact with people
outside our community. | would
like it especially if they keep
prasngud

Chanchal: My nameisChanchd.
| gudy inclass6 a theAgpWomen
Worldwide community centrein
Subhash Camp. We organized a
puppet show programme, which
Shobhadi and Jagdishsir [A2W2
helpers] helped us prepare. We
saw dl sortsof thingsthere, wesaw
people campaigning for farmers,
for the unemployed, for labour
worker and against atrocitieson
girls. Some people organized
exhibitionsand sold posters, books
and pictures. Somechildrenwere
dancing, somewereaddressing the
meetings. Some were singing
songs, some were presenting
events. Therewasalot to eat and
drink, and | had a good time
interacting with al thesedifferent
people.

Sadama: My nameis Sadama. |
am student of class4. | presented
apuppet show withmy friendsat
Nehru Stadium during the India
Socia Forum. Thefirstthing | did
when | arrived wasthat | atetwo
samosas. When our show was
over we went to afood stall for
lunch where we ate more good
food, chhole chaval, chhole
bhature.

| liked the puppet show and all
theevents. Inthe puppet show |

played theroleof adog belonging
to paanwallas, and | spoke afew
wordsat thebeginning. For thefirst
time in my life | was standing
onstage, before thousands of
people. It mademefed very good.
Therewasvery good atmosphere,
we were dancing and sloganing
and watching many other people
do the same. If | could go there
again, | would beso happy. If | get
thechancel wouldliketovidtagan
there.

People came here from
different partsof thecountry and it
wasniceto meet somany different
people. Our puppet show wason
the subject of atrocitieson girls—
rape, exploitation, trafficking. In
our puppet show, we showed how
brokerssell thegirlsand earnalot
of money. This is not fair. We
shouldstopit. Prodtitutionwill have
to stop. And our puppet show told

peoplethis.

This story can fit 150-200
words.

One benefit of using your
newdetter asapromotional tool is
that you can reuse content from
other marketing materids, suchas
pressreleases, market studies, and
reports.

While your main goal of
distributing anewsd etter might be
to sall your product or service, the
key to asuccessful newdletter is
making it useful toyour readers.

A great way to add useful
content to your newsletter is to
develop and write your own
articles, or include a calendar of

Contd. on page 8
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My Views on the Outside World by
Igbal, carpentry student
(as told to Janaki Dubey)

Khidderpore, Nov. 28: For thefirst timeinmy life, | have
comeout of my village, travelled along distance and landed
inametropolitan city. It wasan amazing experienceinmy life
and was stranger than anything | had imagined. | still feel
likel aninadreamland. Thedifference betweenlifeinthe
city (wherelifeisfast-paced and energetic throughout the
day and night, and where everyone seemsto havetheir own
work, whichthey completesystematicaly andwith discipline)
andlifeinthesmal villagewherel wasborn (wheretheonly
lifeanyoneknowsisthelifeof the Bihar red light areas), is
likethedifference between heaven and hell. Inour village,
our community depends compl etely on the earningsof the
femaefamily members, who areforcedtofeed their families
by offering prostituted sex for money. Inthecity, though, we
fed that there are other opportunitiesto earn alivelihood for
our families.

Herein Kolkata, | got the opportunity toliveinaworld
outsdemy village. Thereisadifferent ambience here, and
peoplecan livewith respect and dignity and without asmuch
fear of violence. Inour community, weawaysfaceanabusve
environment with lots of addictions(to alcohol, drugs, etc.),
which awayseffect our lives. Having | eft that environment, |
fed likestaying permanently intheoutsdeworld, wheremy
mothersand sisterscan havealife of dignity and respect.

Whilel havebeeninKolkata, | have even gotten afew
opportunitiesto participatein different eventsand activities
because of my involvement with Apne Aap Women
Worldwide (A2W2). One of the events, which was
organised by thelocal Rotary Club, wasavisit to NICO
Park. A2W2 was invited, so we started the trip early
morning. Everything was provided for us during the day
(breakfast, lunch, and snacksin the evening) and wewere
ableto seemusic and dance programsin theend of the day.
Wea so had fun going on thedifferent typesof rides.

Aside from these fun outings, we are also getting an
extendvetraining on carpentry during out say inthis“outsde
world.” I think that thiscarpentry coursemay changemy life
and | may beableto planmy futuredifferently, and help al
my dreamscometrue. After | completethiscourse, | don’t
want to get back tothevillage. Instead, | would be happy to
work and earn to help bring my family out of the profession,
and help them into the mainstream of society.

DID YOU KNOW?

» Thestigmaattached to prostitution and
the clandestine nature of operations
makesit difficult to arrive at authentic
numbers of the girls and women in
progtitution.

» 70,000toamillionwomenandgirlsare
in prostitution. More than 35% were
pushed into progtitution aschildren.

»  WithinIndia72 per cent of thetrafficked
girlsare kidnapped, abducted, tricked
and luredinto prostitution.

* 63 per cent of the prostituted and
trafficked are from scheduled castes,
schedul ed tribesand minority religions.
Thetribal communitiesidentified are
Bedia, Kanjar, Gujjar, Devadasis and
Nultts.

* Thespecia law in Indiadealing with
trafficking isthe Immoral Trafficking
PreventionAct of 1986. It punishesacts
by third partiesfacilitating prostitution
likebrothel keeping, living off earnings
and procuring.

» Thesubgantivelaw inindiaisthelndian
Penal Code of 1860 which prohibits
trafficking and sdleof minors.

» TheGoaChildren’'sAct 2003istheonly
Indian statute which gives a legal
definition of trafficking and is child
specific.

* Abill toamendthelmmora Trafficking
PreventionAct of 1986ispendinginthe
Indian Parliament. Theamendment cals
for harsher punishment for traffickersand
buyers of prostituted sex and
decriminaliseswomenin progtitution for
solicitinginapublic place. ApneAap
Women Worldwide supports this
amendment and advocatesfor theright
of Indian women not to be prostituted.

Source for figures: Trafficking in WWomen
and Children in India: A study by the
National Human Rights Commission,
Orient Longman, 2005
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SHAME BY SITA
(as told to Sudebi Thakurata)

Kolkata, Nov. 25: | am
Sita. No, not the one our
society worships as a
Goddess for her purity
and chastity, but the one
that society haspushed its
darkest corner now
refuses to recognise as
oneof itsmembers. | have
livedinthegloominessof
the Khidderporered light
areafor thepast 37 years.
| wasaninnocent 14 year
old girl, belonging to a
very poor family. My

family forced me to

marry amanwhowould

not take alarge dowry

for the marriage.

Though the wedding

cost uslittlemoney, the

marriageitsaf wasvery

expensvefor me, since

my husband put me
throughintolerabletorture
and trauma. He would
beat me and rape me at
will. One day, when |
could bear my life no
longer, | fled with my
sgerin-lawtoKolkatain
order to earnmoney, with
which | hopedto reshape

lady at Park Circus, who
promised meagood job.
My sgterin-law urgedme
not to accept, but the
worldwasnot sofamiliar
to me then. Money was
theonly thing | couldthink
of to change constant
remaining agony and
shameinmy life.

| redlized too late that
| was being sold to the
brothelsof Khidderpore,
fromwhichnoreturnwas

daughters to have the
same fate. Is their any
mother who would think
otherwise?

Only my brothers, my
younger daughter and my
son know thetruth about
my lifeinprogtitution. My
family and my husband’'s
family thinksthat | work
as a domestic help in
Kolkata. Even though
these peopletrapped me
inapieceof hell, wasted
my life, and shattered my
dreams, | till do not want
them to have to feel
ashamed by
knowing that |

“ My younger daughter
Fefusesto talk to me

out of Shame”

work by selling
my body.

| used to cry
alot. But | soon
learned that

possible. My dignity was
torn to pieces, but | had
no other way of
supporting thefamily that
had escaped with me. |
asked my malkin, who
was a little
compassionate, if | could
keep my brothers with
me, astherewasno other
breadearner inmy family.

my shatteredlife.Imeta | never wanted my

somethingswill
never change, no matter
how muchyou cry. So |
stopped crying one day.
Atthebeginning I thought
| would try to bear the
traumaand, after saving
money, | would escape
thislife. But evenafter 37
years, | haveno savings.
But | feel gladthat | have
been ableto savethelives
of my family members. |

feel proud that my
brothers honour me and
my struggle. To them, |
am not a dirty woman
who sellsher body. | feel
happy and sad at thesame
time when my son asks
me to quit my job as it
hurtshissdlf-respect. | tell
him “My dear son, you
die of shame today
because of what your
mother does. But you
would have been dead
long beforetoday, if your
mother did not do that,
because you would have
starved.” My elder
daughter does not even
know about me as |
awayskept her avay. My
daughters in-lavsadsoare
ignorant about my status.
It hurts me when my
younger daughter refuses
to talk to me out of
shame, failing to
understand thetraumaof
her mother, thetraumaof
awoman who wanted to
live but let others live
instead.

Why isit that | will
always be ashamed of
what | do, but that society
will never be ashamed of
what it hasdoneto me?

Contd. from page 1

discussion was followed by a screening of the
documentary, The Selling of Innocents, which
generated an overwhelming response from the
audience. After the screening, the adol escent group of
Subhash Camp staged a puppet show on the
victimization of thewomen in brothelsat the hands of
the police. The performancereceved huge applause
from the spectators and was singled out for arepeat
performanceinthe main exhibition ground.

Thefour daysat | SFtaught theA2W?2 participants
many things. Many felt that they could interact with
different organi zations because the | SF helped them

seetheinterconnectednessof different issuesand the
importanceof solidarity. Thel SFaso helped everyone
seethat peopleare struggling for their rightsall over
theworld, indifferent ways. Inthewordsof Tamanna,
aKishori Mandd |leader from Topsa, “ For alongtime,
| usedtothink that ApneAapisthe only organization
that worksfor the betterment of our lives. But herel
get thefeel that we are not alonein thiswork. This
givesme more conviction to grow up and work for
children’srights.” QureshaBiwi, from Forbesganj, was
overwhelmed to see the people dancing, singing,
clapping al over and shefelt that had she not come
for the 1SF meeting, shewould have never imagined
that suchavibrant lifecould exist.
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Nobel Peace Prize Winner

Dr. Shirin Ebadi Visits India
b)/ Manisha Munshi

New Delhi, Nov. 26:
Apne Aap Women
Worldwide (A2W2)
recently hosted Dr. Shirin
Ebadi, a 2003 Nobel
Peace PrizeWinner from
Iran, asshemade her way
acrossindia—stopping to
vidgt thered-light areasof
Kolkata and Mumbai
beforefinaly stoppingin
New Delhi. Once in
Delhi, Dr. Ebadi acted as
the guest of honour at an
A2W2 event at the
Gandhi King Plazaof the
Indialnternationa Centre,
and gave a lecture on
“Gender Discrimination
and Sex Trafficking” in
conjunction with Dr.
Sayeeda Hameed,
member of the Planning
Commission.

Theevent beganwith
introductions by Ms.
RuchiraGupta, Founder
and ExecutiveDirector of
A2W2. Recounting her
travelswith Dr. Ebadi in
Kolkata, Ms. Guptatold
the audiencethat shehad
never met someone So
committed to meeting the
real peopleintheredlight
areas. She recalled,
“When| tried to take her
[Dr. Ebadi] to one of the
famous Calcutta clubs,
she said, ‘No. | don't
want to go here. | want
to beamong the people.’”
Evenin Delhi, Dr. Ebadi
was less interested in
meeting paliticiansthanin
meeting the poor people
with whom Apne Aap
works.

After Ms. Gupta's
introduction, Dr. Ebadi

proceeded to addressthe
audience, withthehelp of
aFars-Englishtrandator.
Shefirst eaborated onthe
historic connections
between Iran and India,
and expressed her hope
that cooperation between
NGOs of the two
countries will result in
fruitful action on behdf of
thevulnerable sectionsof
society. Shethenwent on
to discuss the different
ways in which various
legd systemsconfront the
issue of prostitution,
emphassng progtitution’s
intimatelink with poverty
and noting that
governmentsthat punish
only themen and women
trgppedin progtitution are,
in effect, punishing
poverty. Alsotouchingon
how prostitution and
trafficking arerelated to
thespread of HIV/AIDS,
she concluded with a
discussion of progtitution
andwomen'srightsinlran
saying, “I hope for a
victory for all women of
theworld.”

Following Dr. Ebadi’s
speech, Dr. Hameed also
spokeextensively onthe
subject of sex trafficking.
Focusing on the close
links between gender
discrimination and sex
trafficking, Dr. Hameed
gavesevera examplesof
this connection from her
ownresearchandwriting.
Following the speeches,
both Dr. Ebadi and Dr.
Hameed did the honours
for launching theA2W2
publication The Place
WhereWeLivelsCalled

A Different type of Exploitation

by Kamla (as told to Neelam Kohli)

Delhi, Nov. 22: Women and girls like me, who
makealiving asadomestic worker faceadifferent
kind of behaviour from their employersthan most
peopledo. Sometimes, if the househol der isagood
employer —meaning that hegivespayment ontime,
healowstimeoff if wearesick and heeven makes
payment for those days—our livesbecomeeasier.
But most peoplearenct likethis.

Most of the householders | have worked for
eventually show their evil sides. Onelady used to
givemealot of work, which | could not always
handle. She did not allow me any leave. Once, |
had acritica stuation at home, asmy mother wasin
very bad health, and therewasno oneto look after
her. My employer spoketo mevery badly because
| told her | had to take of f, and she cut payment for
my days, eventhough | told her | needed the money
for my mother’ shospital billsand that | would work
moreinthe coming days.

Thistreatment isnot the only problem that we
domestic workersface. | know girlswhosemale
employers misbehavewiththem, especidly if they
are young girls, because that girl is unable to
complain to third person. If she does complain,
nobody will believe her; on the contrary, even
outsiderswill then abuse her, saying ‘ Who areyou
to defame respected persons? Eventhough they
say this, everybody knowswhat happensin such
houses. But rather than feeling bad for us, other
peoplea so molest us, saying, ‘ Oh! You completed
your work at abrothel (the abusive household), we
know what typeof girl youare.” Sowe, asdomestic
workers, face abuse by both householders and

Society.

aRedLight Area, written
by the children of the
Kolkatared light areas.
They cut the ribbons on
copies of the book and
werethen presented with
bouquets by membersof
the Apne Aap Subhash
CampKishori Mandal.

Following the book
launch, the speakersand
guests — the latter of
whom included
distinguished persons
from political, corporate,
andatigicfidds—moved

tooneof theroomswithin
the India International
Centre for a reception
honouring thechief gues,
Dr. Ebadi. Toasting Dr.
Ebadi, Ms. Guptacalled
her “one of the bravest
peoplel haveever met,”
and expressed her wish
that Apne Aap Women
Worldwidewill continue
to be privileged by
interactions and joint
work with peoplesuch as
Dr. Ebadi.
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“A Better Life is Possible for Prostitutes”: A Speech
b)/ Dr. Shirin Ebadi

New Delhi, Nov. 25: | greet you, ladies and
gentlemen. | am grateful to have been ableto cometo
historic Indiafor thethird timeand speak toyouin
beautiful Delhi. Iran and India have ancient ties.
Centuriesago, Zoroastrianswho wanted to preserve
their rdigion after theArab Conquest migrated to India
and their descendantstoday livein generousindiaas
Parsees.

| fedl obliged to thank all those who haveworked
hard to set up thisgathering, especially Ms. Ruchira
Guptaand Apne Aap, and | hope that thistrip can
open doorsfor more cooperation between Iranian and
Indian NGOs. | want to talk to you today about
progtitution, sex trafficking, and thelawsthat concern
them. One can divide countriesin termsof thetheir
approach to the question of prostitution into several
categories.

(@ Thoseinwhich progtitutionislegaly accepted
and treated as if it was a vocation. In this
approach, thosein prostitution have medical
insurance and benefit from retirement
provisons, which of courseentallstheir paying
taxes. The Netherlandsis one such country.
Police and the legal apparatus recognize
progtitution asajob, muchlikeandectrician’s,
and prostitutes benefit from legal
accommodations afforded to jobholder. The
problem hereisthat by legitimizing progtitution,
weareinfact legalizing the use of people’s
bodiesfor pleasureand ignoringitsunethica
aspects. InHolland, eventhetelevison carries
advertisement for prostitution. With legal
limitationsout of theway, progtitutionisgiven
ground and those who have wealth can
appropriate the body of men and women for
pleasure, alongside the elaborate home,
automobiles, telephone, and privatejetsthat
they havealready acquired. Such legalization
benefitstherich.

In countries such as Iran and Saudi Arabia,
prostitutionisentirely illegal and the legal
system and police punishthosethat perpetrate
it, bethey men or women, client or provider.

()

() Those that punish only women and men
engaged in prostitution and not thosewho pay
for it. In these countries, the law literaly
punishes poverty, for no personiswillingly to
sell her body for pleasure without being in
financial need. It is poverty that drives
prostitution. Inthisapproach justiceisfully
injured. Thosemust in fact be punished who
purchasethe servicesof aprovider of sex.

(d)

Therearea so countriesinwhich prostitution
isillegal and apunishment isset asidefor it,
but, unfortunately, police and the courtsdo
not enforce the law, and prostitution occurs
with full knowledge of authorities. Your
country, India, is one such country. Police
knowsabout red light areas and how the poor
areused to dakethethirst of sex customers,
but they do not enforce the law under the
pretext that male concupiscence needs
fulfillment or that it at |east bringsmoney to
the poor. This is the worst approach to
prostitution. It not only looksthe other way
whenit comestoanillegd act, but dsofailsto
provide support for victims of violence.
Prostitutes do not benefit from medical and
legal assistance. Moreover, with such an
approach, sexually transmitted diseases
becomerampant. Theonly thing that canhelp
prostitutesin Type D societiesisfor NGOsto
gepinandfill thesupport vacuum. Thosethat
are voluntarily doing this job are to be
commended for their efforts.

Theonly sustainableway todiminatetheroot cause
of prostitutionisto deal with economic poverty, the
spiral of poverty. Again, no person willingly subjects
her body to the desires of another without beingin
need; she does so because she needs to feed her
children, knowsno other skills, and hasno independent
wealth. Her body and her innocence are her only
capitd.

Economic poverty can becomecultura poverty and
together they make poverty generational . Another
words, poverty will prevent peoplefrom sending their
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Dr. E Badi’'s Speech

childrento school or teaching them skills, purchasing
booksor buying watercolors. It isfor thisreason that
| argue poverty ishereditary. Thechildren of the poor
areforced toremain poor. InIndia, intergenerationa
prostitution is a reality. Prostitution is no longer
regarded asabominable, but, at best, asasad redlity.
Daughtersareforced to sell their bodiesnext to their
mothers.

Thefirst thing to do isto educate peopl e about the
atrocity called prostitution, the ills that it brings,
physically and socially, and then start providing
dternativeskillsto progtitutesinthehopethat they may
find subs stenced sewhere. Thegovernment must open
vocational training schools as an important step to
eliminate prostitution. Usually, though, in such cases,
governmentsclaimlack of budget. But thisisonly an
excuse. Itissmply enoughfor themtoreducealittle
of their military budget. Inyour country themilitary
budget ismorethan the combined budget of education
and health. With the cost of building asingle atomic
bomb — which I hold no country needs— one can
do many things: build shelters, create vocational
schools, and open doorsfor alternativewaysof life.

What's also important is for the public to be
sensitized to theillsof prostitution, to believethat a
better lifeispossiblefor prostitutes, and for peopleto
carefor morethanthemselvesand their family. People
should constantly criticize the actions of their
governments, not necessarily for the sakeof changing
handsthat govern or take power themselves, but to
remind rulersof exigting socid problemsandforcethem
totakeaction. For example, acomprehensive report
detailing the demography of ared light areain India
can bedrafted, the cost of aproject providing shelter
and educationfor itsinhabitants estimated and against
thecost of building asinglemilitary item, say aplane.
Such comparison can be used to highlight misplaced
deedsandtoforcee ectoral candidatesto crowntheir
campaign agenda with military budget reduction.
People of the world must force their leadersto use
national resourcesinthe service of every personand
not for war and murder.

Let mesay afew thingshere about thesituationin
Iran, inwhich sexua relationshipsoutside of marriage
areillega. They are punishableaszenaor sex outside
marriageintwoforms Firg) Anunmarried womanwho

commits zenacan be sentenced to 100 |ashes of the
whip. Second) A married woman who commitszena
can be sentenced to stoning. Sheisburied chest-deep
intheground and pelted with “ medium” size stones
until shedies. Stones must not betoo big to kill the
individua uponddivery.

For yearslawyersand human rightsdefendersin
Iran have objected to this punishment, urging its
overturn. They are yet to succeed but the struggle
continues and recently they have started acampaign
tofightit. Asl speak to you, seven women have been
convicted and arewaitingto bestoned. All humanrights
defendersaretrying to savethemandtoreversesuch
laws. Itissgnificant that men can equally be punished
by stoning, andthat at |east thereisno gender difference
here.

Prostitution in Iran is subterranean and illegal.
Should thelaw enforcement find out about women
engaged in prostitution, they can arrest them
immediately and these women are subject to
abovementioned trestments. WWomenwho areengaged
In prostitution have no recourse to the law and the
protectionsafforded to acitizen by the state. Diseases
suchasAlDSarefast spreading. The government of
theldamic Republic of Iran hasunfortunately nolong-
term program to bring awareness to the younger
generation — other than scattered public
announcementsin theform of postersaround towns
(at the airports, for example). Nor has it been
digtributing freeprophylactics. HIV infectionwill soon
turninto aseriouspublic hedth problem.

When it comesto prostitution and trafficking of
women, one should separate between when awoman
submitsto prostitution dueto poverty or family dispute
(for examplewhen sheisabused by her husband whom
shecannot divorce and agreesto go with atrafficker)
and when she is taken by force. In Iran many
organizations have been found that traffic womento
the Persan Gulf emirateof Dubal under the pretext of
finding them good jobs. Oncethere, thesewomen have
no recourseto help. They cannot return to their own
country. And they are kept infear of authoritiesfor
theirillega status. Of course, they would never have
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agreed to go with thetrafficker should they have been
content intheir own land. Nor do they probably have
anincentiveto go back, fearing such dangersashonor
killing. Thereforeonly afew of thosewho have been
smuggledinthisway will sum up courageto report to
thepolice.

Women and young girlswho aretrafficked for sex,
with or without their own consent, usually endupin
Arab countriesor littoral countriesof the Persan Gulf,
of whichthenamesof UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait
often comeup. Young men and boy aread so victimsof
such trafficking. Pakistan and Afghanistan join the
previouslist of culpablecountries. Unfortunately, the
same is true with Iran, which according to reports
traffics women into the country, especially from
Pakistan, Afghanistan, and the caucuses. One of the
toolstrafficker useisaddiction, whichisone of the
major problemsinIran.

Oneof theoutcomesof progtitutionishonor killing.
Unfortunately, inlran, especidly insmaller cities, when
awomanisforcedinto progtitution, themen (husbands,
fathers, brothers) fed likeby killing her they will restore
family honor. Thelaw punishesthiscrime. Itisthecase
that such murder is usually not reported to the
authorities for the murderer to be punished. Also,
according to an absurd law in Iran, when afather or a
paternal ancestor kills his child, even if it is done
intentionaly, the court can only sentencehimto at most
tenyearsin prison. Another words, killing an offspring
brings reduced sentence for murder. Assuch, there
aretimeswhen thefather commitsmurder to absolve
family honor and uses this law to escape a murder
sentence. Heusudly staysinjail for no morethantwo
years.

Based on the above, you can seethat our lawsnot
only do not prevent prostitution and traffickingin Iran,
but there are unsettling and unacceptabl e patriarchal
customs that shackle women. It is significant that
Iranian women today are even more educated than
men— for they form sixty five per cent of university
attendees. Iranian women are against theselawsand
assuch thefeminist movement isvery strong. This
movement has been able to change some of the
discriminatory lawsof the country infavor of women,
including in 2003, when the child custody law was
amended infavor of mothers. But thesevictoriesare
not sufficient and Iranianwomenwill not op until they
have earned their absol ute equality, for womenrights
and humanrightsarethetwo pansof thesamefulcrum
scale. How can there be human rightswhen half the
peopleof asociety aredeprived of their humanrights.
Thevictory of feminist movementsin every country
will opentheway for true, not imported, democracy.
Assuch, asacred battleistoday being foughtinlran
for women and men'’srights.

| hopefor avictory for all women of theworld.

Contd. from page 1
Now, | want to becameasocid

Contd. from page 2
upcoming eventsor aspecial offer that promotesa
new product.

Youcanasoresearcharticlesor find“filler” articles
by accessing the World Wide Web. You can write
about avariety of topicshbut try to keep your articles
short.

Much of the content you put in your newsd etter can
also be used for your Web site. Microsoft Publisher
offersasimpleway to convert your newsletter to a
Web publication. So, whenyou' refinished writing your
newsdl etter, convert it to aWeb siteand post it.

worker, and serve my community.
| want to work for those women
and children who aretortured day
and night by their own people. |
want to share my practical
experience: for example, oneof my
neighbours, who was newly
married, wastortured by herinlaws
and husband for dowry. When she
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refused, she was dragged and ;112 Wfl Mg’f}fﬁce’
brought out of the houseand beaten ) Zlmgalrl;gig:grk
In f_ront of the community. This Road Kolkata700019
incident touched me alot and |
thought to work for this type of Phone
thollg yp Kolkata: +91-33-32511503
issue. | hope that | can convince Delhi:  +91.11.32617268
moreand morefamiliestosendtheir Mumbai:+91-22-32015637
daughtersto schoolsand vocationa Forbesgunj:+91-6455-222215
Institutes, so that these a rls may apneaap2003 @z'ediﬁ[mai].com
learn to becomeindependent. | wapneaapog )




