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This is the story of Rashmi
and Aarti, two memibers
of the Indian Non-Govern-
mental Organisation (NGO)
Apne Aap Women World-
wide, as they visit the girls
and women living in an
ostracised community in
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On this particular day Rashmi and Aarti enter a village less than one hour’'s drive
outside the city centre of Delhi.
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Strong social br]oc‘ricas c;r )
~deeply rooted within this  *
community as men force -
their wiveqéﬁf&;ﬁprosﬂfu’re .
themselves within their

- own homes to support

f their famlﬂ‘ﬁj




Eager to learn more we ask a mother, known to the memlbers of Apne Agp as a
prostituted woman, to tell her story while in her home..
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She agrees to talk to us while she waits for a customer.




Rashmi tries to get a better understanding of Seema’s life conditions. Does she have
any skills? Has she looked into dlternative sources of income”? Would her husband
accept that she earns less money through another job”? Replying negatively to all
these guestions, Seema does Not see a way out of prostitution as there are no other
sources of livelihood available to women in this community.
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AN old woman arrives while ' (
we are speaking to Seema ) { 4
and listens in. It is her mother- \s 7 '
iN-law. She supports this h AV
practice as she herself was : (‘"
prostituted when she was - k

young and sees this as their ‘ | SRR
way of life.
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By dllowing us to stay and speak with Seema, the mother in law has approved of our
presence in the house, thereby indicating a desire for change within the community.
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After a while though the old lady loses interest
iN the conversation and decides to leave us
alone with her daughter in law.

She carries the youngest boy from the family.
These chidren are generadlly born in dysfunctional
families where alcoholism in men is a major
factor contributing to domestic violence and the
emotional and physical abuse of the children.
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Shortly after a young
schoolgirl called Lalita
joins Seema on the bed.
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Being a child, she is in a
playful mood and her presence
provides some freshness to
the harsh readlity that exists
here.
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We decide to leave the
house and head out to
the community centre to
meet the unmarried girls
living in this village.
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Rashmi provides some encouragement while the children look at a world map.




Aarti works with the children to create a play depicting domestic violence. She hopes
that by providing the opportunity to creatively express this topic, the children will be
able to express their thoughts, feelings and concerns present within their daily lives.

Developing this level of engagement and trust requires patience and experience.




Through the preparation of the play the girls were able to engage in a discussion
about domestic violence, a topic that may never have been discussed openly before.




All the girls from the village know that once they are married they have no other option
than prostitution as the men do not work in their community. From the birth they are
socidlly conditioned to accept this practice as normal.

The next slides are portraits of the girls living here. My aim was to show them under a
positive light.







Rupa will be married within the
next six months with a man
from the community.

The average marriacge age for
these girls is 17 years old.













will also be married 'soconthis
important for. the NE® 'staff;

TO gel as close as PoSsIBIe o
these giris beforeineygioecome
the ‘properiy offarnisoanda







/A?Iﬂ@ AQp Worldwide expects
that it will take at leasti8igears
TO Ccredfe enougn Crifical imass
tO Initiate change witnin s
community

Hopefully oy fThe Sfirmeicndange
arrives, These giris awWill SO T awill
NOoT have redched the criticdal

ageS.




Unforrundtely, s SUpeaswWIII ROt
ndve this chdnce




- Th-er are 3 miillion P fIrruT women in India today
~ dimost half of them are girls:
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e age of entry into prostitution In India’is S to 13 years old




Rashmi, Apne Adp memioer
has many yedrsiofiexperience
{1?0 w&“ﬁ@ wornen insaerl
ved communitiesisShelencygs
WOrKINg for fnefempowerment
of those margindlized®wvithin
SOocCleTy ANA ssirongigioelieves
N facllifatingitnelattainrmentiot;
equdlitgrofawormenswaorldwide

TArougn - angirnednsinecessary




Aarti, Apne Aap member, is
a charming young lady with
a lively personality. She likes
training adolescent girls and
women on issues such as
gender based discrimination
and domestic violence.




apneaap

woman worldwide "

For more information on Apne Adp please go to
WWwWWwW.apneaap.org

Or contact Apne Aap directly by email:
New York office: zoe@apneaap.org
Delni, India office: volunteerandintern@apneaap.org

To donate, please visit :
WWW.ApNneaap.org/get-involved/donate

* Please note that the names given to the women and girls liv-
iNng in this community are fictitious.
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photoegraphy

It is easy to create images of mis-
ery and despair within the impov-
erished communities around the
world.

Instead, my vision as a photogra-
pher is to provide images of hu-
manity that reflect dignity and hope.
This is what these people really
Nneed.

WWW.bernardhenin.com
info@bernardhenin.com



