
 

 

My Dreams 

 

Gahani Devi 
 

 

Fo esgu j: I a  Gaha i De i, 
o e of the g oup e e s f o  
Mahila K a i, a  “EG g oup of 
Ap e Aap. I li e i  the Mela 
g ou d he e a  DNTs e-
side, adja e t to the othel of 
Fo esga j.  
   M  hus a d is a  e plo ee 

ith the Ba k. But he spe ds all 
his o e  o  al ohol a d d ugs. 
Whe e e  I ha e t ied to sa  
a thi g to hi  he has a used 

e – oth ph si all  a d e -
tall . I a e to ou  ‘a pu  Ce -
t e a d sha ed  p o le s 

ith othe  e e s of  Ma-
hila Ma dal. With the help of 
AAWW I put  hild e  to hos-
tels. Ap e Aap a d  o e  
f ie ds ga e e full suppo t a d 
ou age to aise oi es of p o-

test agai st  hus a d.  

Fi all  I de ided to o e ou t. 
Ap e Aap p o ided e ith e -
essa  suppo t i  d ati g the 
FI‘, hi i g ad o ate, pa i g the 
ad o ate fees. M  hus a d is 

ou d to gi e  thousa d upees 
pe  o th.  

No ,  d ea  is to get  
daughte s edu ated, ha e a 
s all house of  o  he e I 
a  li e pea efull  ith  hil-

d e . No , I a  also helpi g 
o e  ho a e i   posiio  

a d t i g to ight the i jusi es 
do e to a ds the . 

Trafficking Kingpin Gainul Arrested 

Md. Kalam 

Fo esgu j:  Gai ul is a ig t ai ke  
ho has t apped, ought a d sold 

ul e a le gi ls fo  p osituio  si e 
last  ea s. Ea lie  he as i to o -

e , u de  a d othe  i i al a -
i iies. The othel ga e hi  the 
spa e of eas  o e  e ploii g ul-

e a iliies of a gi alized gi ls a d 
thei  fa ilies. He used his po e  to 
dupe the  ith o e  a d put thei  
daughte s i to fo ed p osituio  
li i g of thei  o e . 
 

 E e tuall  he e e  uilt his house i  
the ed light a ea of ‘a pu . He 
ote  used to kill pa e ts efo e 
t ai ki g thei  daughte s. He e-
a e a ig t ai ke   g aduall  

usi g his i i al et o ks. Ap e 
Aap has ee  o plai i g agai st 
Gai ul si e the last  ea s ut po-
li e as ota esi g hi . The e ha e 

ee  epeated ases of t af-i ki g 
a d i i al a i iies iled agai st 

hi . He as a s o di g i  ha ge of 
t ai ki g of a  gi ls.     
       
 We got the e s of Gai ul s a est  
a d it as eall  a o e t fo  ele-

aio  fo  all of us ho ha e ee  
asso iated ith the st uggle i  
Fo esga j o e  the ea s. I  fa t, 
last De e e  he  Mee a a d Fai-

a ga e Ga gi the e s 
that Gai ul e-t ai ki g a gi l ho 
ou  tea  had es ued o e eek a k 
a d oi iall  Gai ul is a s o di g i  
ha ge of t ai ki g that gi l, Ga gi & 

the tea  a a ged poli e fo e f o  
Tha a to a est hi . But the sa e 
poli e had i fo ed Gai ul efo e 
the  set out to a est hi  so that he 
ould es ape. Gai ul as ot a pet  
i i al. He as ell p ote ted  

poli e a d polii al pa ies o  oth 
sides of the o de .   
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Kolkata:  I a  U a Das. I a   s old. I a  f o  Mu shgu j hi h is a ed 
light a ea. I   hildhood I used to o e to è he u   Ap e Aap. “i e 
the  I a  seei g the seei g the e  a d gi ls p odu e the dife e t jute 
p odu ts like; Jute fashio  ags, jute e elopes, jute pu se, oi  pou hes 
et . The o e  a d gi ls f o  ed light a d ea  a ea o e to lea  
sit hi g a d se i g to the e t e. 
 

I pa i ipated i  o e e hi iio  held i  Lata  Bajo ia s Me e  of t ustee 
oa d  house i  the o th of Ma h i  . I a d A a i got the s ope of 

selli g those p odu ts of IGP the e. This i e e e t a d fa ed the o ld 
outside of ou  ho e a d Ap e Aap e t e.  

Co i ued o  page  

The World Outside 

My Voice Among the Crowd  

Uma Das 
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Whe  I had i st isited “o aga hi it 
as a o pletel  e  e pe ie e 

fo  e. I e ee  i  a d a ou d that 
a ea ut had o lue that hat 
looks like a  othe  st eet i  Kolka-
ta, is a tuall  ho e to so a  
p ositutes.  
 

The o e t I e te ed the pla e it 
looked like a o pletel  dife e t 

o ld ithi  the it . The  e e 
p ositutes sta di g alo g  the 
st eets. The  othels a e situated i  
a d a ou d e  u h gie i  a ea. 
The e a e g o e  shops, edi al 
sto e, eate ies a d all the e essa  
thi gs hi h a  e fou d i  a d 
a ou d a  eside ial a ea, ut the 
at osphe e is t the sa e.  
 

 

I e te  the e a d I see a life hi h is 
so dife e t f o  the it , et it is i  
the it . You see di t, u happi ess 
a d a lot of egai e e e g  all 
a ou d ou, ut he  ou look at 
the o e , the  s ile.. The  al-

a s s ile. “ ile ith so e hope, 
so e ish, so e d ea  that I ill 
help the , help the  li e a life 

hi h the  ha e al a s d ea t 
a out, ut ha e ee  fo ed out of. 
 

Whe  I e t i side the a ea, alk-
i g o  the st eets I sa  the houses 
so o pa tl  uilt a d i  e  ad 
o diio s. The people sta i g i  

these a eas lead a e  haza dous 
life. The  lite all  li e thei  li es o  
the edge. A life the  ight ha e ot 
hose  fo  the sel es a d ould 
e e  hoose fo  thei  hild e . 

 

I as th illed to lea  that fo  ost 
o e  f o  “o aga hi ho a e 

asso iated ith Ap e Aap, ha e 
gote  thei  hild e  ad ited i  the 

oa di g s hool, so as to keep the  
a a  f o  this di t  pla e a d allo  
the  to li e a life hi h is e  
dife e t f o  hat thei  othe s 
do. 
 

 I had isited the Mu shiga j ield 
also. The ield is isi l  so dife e t 
f o  the “o aga hi ield. Fi stl , it is 

ost dei itel  ot as ig as 
“o aga hi, a d the o e  the e 
also look isi l  olde , ut that 
does 't ake the  a  less op-
p essed. 
 

I ha e ee  a azed to see ho  the 
hild e  o e a d stud  i  the “afe 

House a d a e p o ided ith the 
Mid-Da  Meals. The e is just so 

u h e thusias  that ou see i  
the e es of the hild e . The  a e 
al a s aii g eage l  fo  thei  las-
ses to sta t a d a e e  o edie t 
to a ds thei  tea he  ho o es to 
tea h the  the e. 
 

I e ee  p i ileged to it ess the 
li a  p oje t. The li a  hi h has 

ee  do ated  Apeeja  G oup. I 
feel a azed top see the zeal i  the 
hild e  to stud  to e o e ig , to 

a hie e the ze ith. The  a e 
k o ledge hu g . Though the  
do t get the lu u  hi h e ha e 

ee  lessed ith et e keep i -
i g a out the pet  thi gs i  life.  

 

Its good to see o ga izaio s a d 
age ies ei g se sii e to issues of 
this so t a d illi g to o e fo -

a d to help o ga izaio s o ki g 
ith t ai ki g. The li a  as a 

g eat i iiai e o  thei  pa t to ope  
a o ld of edu aio  a d isdo  
fo  the hild e  ho o e a d isit 

ou  e t e. This ill el  help the 
hild e  to e plo e the o ld 

a ou d the , hi h the  othe ise 
ight ot ha e ee  a le to ith-

out a ess to the li a , he e at 
Ap e Aap. 
 

It ought tea s i   e es he  I 
sa  that ho  u h a s all pie e of 
ake a  gi e the  happi ess. It 
as ot a pie e of ake that the  

desi ed, it e e just these s all 
thi gs hi h ould i g the  so 

u h happi ess. 
 

Ma  people of  age o  e e  el-
de  to e k o  the spelli g of g ai-
tude use it ple t  of i es ut do t 
k o  its t ue ea i g e ause e 
ha e got thi gs i  life ithout st ug-
gli g fo  it. Ma  i es ou  ish has 

ee  fulilled e e  efo e aski g fo  
it. But these hild e  a  ot k o  
the spelli g, ight ot e e  use this 

o d ut the  a e g ateful i  the 
t ue se se. 
 

U less e eall  o e a d see the 
a  i  hi h these o e  a d hil-

d e  a e opp essed.. O e has to 
eall  see it to elie e it.  Li i g i  

the o diio s that the  do, its dii-
ult to elie e that the  a e happ , 
ut the  li e ith this hope a d 

faith that so ethi g ete  is 
a aii g the , hi h the  a e 

aii g a d aspi i g fo .  
  
Its ee  a eauiful lea i g a d self 
de elop e t e pe ie e fo  e.  I 

ill e e  fo get, ot e ause of the 
pla e, ut e ause of the people I 

et a d the o ds I ade as those 
ill al a s e ai  e  spe ial i  

 hea t, o e that I ill he ish al-
a s, fo  a  o e ea s to o e. 

Ta ush ee Choudhu i, is a g aduate 
f o  Lo eto College Kolkata a d 
pu sui g he  Maste s i  de elop-

e t o u i aio . She elie es 
that o ki g g ass oots is the a  
to ei g p odu i e a d su essful 

 

Colu  

Volunteer Journal 

An eye opener 
- Tanushree Choudhuri 

 

Join our mailing list at: 
www.apneaap.org 
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The follo i g is a  e e pt f o  a  
i te ie  ith ‘u hi a Gupta o -
du ted  Jillia  Du ha . 
 

Jillia  Du ha : You o sulted ith 
go e e ts all o e  the o ld, 
a d ou e e i st u e tal i  
ha gi g I dia s la . Befo e ou  
o k, t ai ki g as ot o sid-

e ed a pe al ofe se i  I dia. Did 
that o e a out ate  the UN p o-
to ol? 

 

Ru hi a Gupta: The UN P ot ol 
a e i to fo e i   De e e  

. The e  a i-t ai ki g la  
i  I dia, “e io   of the I dia  
Pe al Code, a e i to fo e o  
Ap il , . It took us te  ea s! 
U il the  I dia did ha e a  a i-

t ai ki g la , alled the I o al 
T ai  i  Pe so  A t , hi h 

as ased o  the old olo ial 
B iish la  hi h asi all  ga e li-
e ses to othel o e s to p o-
ide disease-f ee p osituted o -

e  to B iish soldie s a d le ks. The 
e  la  is ased o  the UN p oto-
ol. 

     Whe  the UN p oto ol hap-
pe ed, e sta ted lo i g, lo -
i g, lo i g ith ou  o  go e -

e ts, sa i g sig  a d aif  the 
p oto ol, hi h happe ed th ee 

ea s ago i  I dia. A d the  f o  
that e sta ted lo i g agai . Da-
lit o e s g oups to joi ed ha ds 

ith us. Co u iies that e e 
sufe i g f o  i te -ge e aio al 
p osituio  e e o ga izi g ith 
us a oss I dia. 
     Ap e Aap g e  f o   o e  
to , , to , , to , . We 

ould ask su i o s hat ki d of 
la  the  a ted a d the  e 

ould d a  up the la  ased o  
hat the  said. We ould get o -

e  to sho  up at Pa lia e t a d 
speak to MPs. I  I dia, people 

eeded to u de sta d the ealit  of 

these gi ls a d o e . 
Thi gs ega  to ha ge. Fu il  
e ough, the i al esista e a e 
f o  pu li  health fou daio s a d 
pu li  health a i ists to ha gi g 
the la  i  I dia. 
 

JD: Be ause of HIV? 

 

RG: E a tl . A out itee  ea s 
ago, the Wo ld Health O ga izaio  
said that I dia as goi g to e o e 
the epi e te  fo  AID“ i  the o ld, 

e ause e had su h a g o i g 
populaio . The Bill a d Meli da 
Gates Fou daio  hi ed a fo e  
M Ki se  o sulta t to desig  the 
p og a  fo  HIV/AID“ i  I diaa d 
put hu d eds of illio s of dolla s 

ehi d it. 
    The o sulta t said the a i u  

u e  of se ual t a sa io s e e 
a o g hete ose uals i  ed light 
dist i ts. “o the  desig ed o do  
dist i uio  p og a s he e pi ps 
a d othel a age s e e hi ed 
as pee  edu ato s to dist i ute o -
do s. As a esult, e had a assi e 
o do  dist i uio  p og a  i  

I dia that ga e o e po e  to the 
pi ps a d othel a age s. 
 

JD: Was thei  a gu e t that if ou 
p ose ute the joh s o  the pi ps 
the  ou ake it ha de  fo  the  
to do all of this out ea h? 

 

RG: The  said, do t p ose ute 
the  e ause the  ill go u de -
g ou d. A d if ou i i alize the 

u e , ou e dep i i g the o e  
of a li elihood. Who ill the  sell 
thei  odies to? The  did this all i  
the a e of age . Be ause e 
a ot ha ge po e t , the  said, 

i  I dia it is e de i , so let s just 
talk a out edu i g the ha . 
That e t e hed the pi ps a d 

othel a age s, it ade the  
legii ate. If a  NGO like i e 

ould go to the poli e staio  a d 
sa  a pi p is holdi g this  ea -

old i  a othel a d she eeds help, 
the  ould sa , “he s al ight, e-
ause the pi p o ks fo  su h-a d-

su h o ga izaio .  

   Whe  su i o  a e to tesif  i  
f o t of Pa lia e t to ha ge the 
la , thei  people ould also o e. 
The  had a ate  of la e s all 
sa i g ho  it ould i pa t ega-
i el  o  AID“ a d also o  the o -
e . The  did it i  the a e of the 

o e . It as eall  ha d to ake 
isi le the issue. 

 

JD: Was the e a o e t he  o-
e tu  ega  to shit i  ou  fa-

o  to ha ge the la ? 

 

RG: De e e   as the fa ous 
ape ase. J oi “i gh as a edi al 

stude t taki g a us ho e ate  
at hi g a o ie he  she as 
utall  aped a d assaulted. That 

had a huge i pa t o  the o -
s ious ess of I dia. All of the stu-
de ts e e out i  the st eets, o -
e  a d e  a hi g a d ei g 
pelted  the poli e. We joi ed i  

ith the p otests. Mo e tha   
o e  f o  Ap e Aap ought 

pla a ds sa i g, P osituio  is 
o e ial ape  O , Ou  odies 

a e ot fo  sale.  

  No  the halle ge is t o thi gs: 
o e is to ake poli e oi e s ho 
ha e to do the i esigaio s a a e 
of this la . A d the othe  to delete 
se io s of the old la , the I o al 
T ai  P e e io  A t, that pe alize 

o e  fo  soli ii g i  a pu li  
pla e. U less e a  ha ge the 
la , o e  a e ot goi g to o e 
fo a d to tesif , so it s eall  i -
po ta t that e e o e that se -
io .  We a e pla i g to lau h a 
a paig  o  delei g that se io  

a d i easi g udget allo aio s to 
help o e  get housi g, edu aio  

The o l  a s e  is fo  o e o e  to e i  pu li  pla es a d o e e  i  p i ate spa es. Mo e f eedo  is the 
a s e , ot less 

 

Op/Ed : Curie Review- Trafficking Laws in India - A Struggle for Change                                                                                                                        
- An interview with Ruchira Gupta 

http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0803/avahan-aids-prostitution-bill-gates-indian-education.html
http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0803/avahan-aids-prostitution-bill-gates-indian-education.html
http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0803/avahan-aids-prostitution-bill-gates-indian-education.html
http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2009/0803/avahan-aids-prostitution-bill-gates-indian-education.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2012_Delhi_gang_rape
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Kolkata: As pe  stai s i e i  I dia 
 pu lished  Naio al C i e 

‘e o ds Bu eau, Mi ist  of Ho e 
Afai s, Go e e t of I dia. Total 

 i ide ts e e e o ded as 
i es i  I dia agai st hild e  a d 
ost of the ases go e e ts  e -

o ds like NC‘B do ot ele ts the 
igu e of a tual ofe es o u ed i  
I dia.  
 

E e  I do t ha e a  idea a out 
the easo  of i easi g igu e of 
ofe es o  o e  a d hild e  

ut he  I joi ed to Ap e Aap as a 
“o ial Wo ke  a d I get the oppo -
tu it  to talk di e tl  ith ost ul-

e a le populaio  a out the issue 
of t ai ki g, ofe es agai st o -
e  a d hild e  a d elated issues. 
This ha d ealit  a e to  
k o ledge he  I pa i ipated to 
es ue o e  ea s gi l a el  

Muska  Khatoo  a d it is o e of  
e a ka le e o  ill toda .  

 

Muska  khatoo , a  ele e  ea s 
old gi l ho as es ued  Ap e 
Aap  as pe  o de  of CWC Kolkata. 
Muska  as a a do ed at the age 
of o l  t o ea s  he  p osituted 

othe . Hasi a Begu  ho is a 
p osituted o a  f o  ed light 
a ea of Mu shigu ge, adopted that 
gi l as she had o issue at that i e.  
 

Whe  Muska  as o l   ea s of 
age, Hasi a ad ited he  i  ‘a a-
k ish a Vi eka a da Missio  ith 
the help of Ap e Aap as at that i e 
she had o othe  opio  to keep 
safe that gi l f o  the la d lad  o  

othel o e .  
 

I iiall  the gi l Muska  khatoo  
pe fo ed e  ell i  he  ‘KVM 
s hool. “he as o e of the est stu-
de ts i  he  lass. U fo tu atel  
ate   ea s he  Muska  as i  
lass fou  she etu ed to he  

adopted othe  o  puja a aio  
a d ate  puja a aio  he  Ap e 
Aap e e s e t to Hasi a s 
house to se d he  a k to hostel, it 

as e ealed that Hasi a alo g ith 
Muska  let Mu shigu ge a ea ith 
a old a , si e the  e ould ot 
t a e Hasi a a d he  adopted 
daughte  Muska  khatoo . 
 

 Ate  lo g i te a io  ith the o -
u it  o e  a d f o  dife e t 

sou es it as possi le to t a e 
Hasi a f o  o e e ote illage of 

south  pa ga as, a el  Pu o 
ka khuli u de  “a toshpo e poli e 
staio  he e Hasi a esided e-
sides ail t a k of “a toshpo e “ta-
io . It as e ealed f o  Hasi a 
that he  adopted daughte  Muska  

as detai ed a d a used o e 
pe so  a el  “ali  “k.  
 

E e  Muska  as se uall  a used 
 that pe so  ho as ea l   

ea s old. Hasi a sta ted to esist 
that u atu al a i it  ith he  
daughte . The  she as fo ed to 
lea e the house he e she as e-
sided ith the a  alo g ith Mus-
ka . 
 

Ap e Aap app oa hed to Kolkata 
CWC a d p a ed to es ue that gi l 
f o  the ustod  of “k “ali  ho 

as se uall  a used that gi l a d 
detai ed fo efull . Ate  o side -
i g the o plai t lodged  Hasi a 

efo e CWC, passed a  o de  to es-
ue the gi l f o  the ustod  of “k. 

“ali  a d fo  this easo  CWC di-

e ted the O.C. of “a toshpo e po-
li e staio  to es ue the gi l a d 
p odu ed the gi l efo e CWC. As 
pe  di e io , Muska  as es ued 
f o  the e ote illage of sa tosh-
po e a d p odu ed efo e the 
ou t. 

 

Ate  p odu io  she as se t to a 
ho e fo  ou seli g a d edi al 
t eat e t. Ate  that she as p o-
du ed efo e the CWC agai  a d as 
pe  p a e  of Ap e aap CWC as 
pleased to pass a  o de  to ad it 
that gi l ‘KVM, su se ue tl  she 

as ad ited i  the ‘KVM ith the 
assista e of Ap e Aap ut i  the 

ea   ‘KVM o plai  that she 
iolates the ules a d egulaio s of 

the i situio  so the  suggested to 
ad it he  i  a othe  eside ial 
s hool ithout i fo i g CWC as 
pe  la .  
 

“o e i ediatel  i fo ed to Kol-
kata CWC a d as pe  o de  of CWC 
she as ad ited to Hope Kolkata 
Fou daio  he e Muska  a  get 
all ki ds of e tal, ph si al, ph sio-
logi al de elop e t a d she is e  
happ  o . 
 

This e pe ie e helps e a lot to 
lea  a out the  jou e  a d ight of 
a gi l ho a a do ed  he  pa -
e ts i  he  ea l  age a d the e a e 

a  gi ls like Muska  a e ei g 
a a do ed e e da   he  pa -
e ts, gua dia s o  elai es o  the  

e e to tu ed o  e ploited  alt-
hough the e a e so a  p o isio s 
i  the la  to stop it.   

 

Diary of a Social Worker 

Sk Fazul 

The Journey of 
Muskaan Khatoon 
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Kolkata: O  th Ap il , a as-
si e i e as oke out at Topsia, 

ea   o. idge of Pa k Ci us & 
it s adja e t ail li e a eas he e I 
sta  ith a  othe  people i  thei  
huts. I  that a ea, ost of us sta ted 
to sta  ate  ei g e i ted f o  the 
Topsia slu  last ea  & fo  hi h 
Ap e Aap is ighi g ith the Go -
e e t to get the suppo t fo  us.  
 

The people f o  Ap e Aap a  
i es o e to isit this a ea & e 
also used to go to Ap e Aap oi e 
at Kidde po e fo  dife e t eei gs 
& also i  sea h of legal ad i e & 
suppo t f o  Ap e Aap.  
 

Ate  this assi e i e e a e to 
k o  that a  of us had lost ou  
all elo gi gs i ludi g ote  a d, 
Aadha  a d, s hool e ii ate, Bi th 
e ii ates, ‘aio  a d et  a d oth-

e  do u e ts i  that i e. People 

f o  Ap e Aap a e he e a d 
talked ith the us ega di g the 
i ide t a d also olle ted the de-
tails of the do u e ts that e ha e 
lost i  the i e, so that, the  a   
sta t the p o edu e of gei g the 
dupli ate op  of those i po ta t 
do u e ts.  
 

Ap e aap oi e also p o ided us ‘s 
/- t i e fo  a a gi g foods fo  

the afe ted fa ilies. I ooked the 
food fo  these people & se ed to 
the  as  oo  so e ho  got 
sa ed f o  the i e ut  elai es 
ha e lost thei  ho es. 
 

I  o ds of a o a  “o e da s 
efo e e ha e su ited a ha te  

of de a d to the dife e t polii al 
leade s efo e the ele io  fo  de-

elop e t of ou  a ea. We e -
pe ted that the go e e t people 

ould help us i  so e a  ith ou  

shelte .  

 

P ese tl  to sta  i  
these s all oo s e 
a e pa i g high e ts. 
But this i e dest o ed 
all ou  oo s & do u-

e ts. Do ’t k o  
hat to do o .   

 

A othe  o a  said, Ate  a lo g 
i e ith the suppo t & help f o  
Ap e Aap I ha e got  ‘“BY 
Health Ca d  a d. That ould help 

e &  fa il  to get the t eat-
e t at lo e  ost. But all the a ds 

I ha e lost fo  this i e. E e   hil-
d e  also lost thei  ooks & d ess of 
the s hool.  

 

Fire in Topsia 

P ize i  Lite atu e. He used hiMu taz Begu that ould alue the e pe ise of 

 

Follo  us o   .fa e ook. o /ap eaap  
.t ite . o /ap eaap 

 

 

 

 

W ite to us fo  a  ue ies o  o e ts at o ta t@ap eaap.o g 

 

o i ued f o  page 1: The 
Wo ld Outside   

We togethe  displa ed those p od-
u ts a d sold all the p odu ts e 

ought the e. While selli g those 
p odu ts, e i te a ted ith the 
dife e t isito s sha ed ou  e pe i-
e es f o  the egi i g at the 
e t e a d also told a out the o k 

a d o je i es of AAWW du i g the 

o e saio . It ga e e a se se of 
g eat p ide to e a o g those peo-
ple, ho e e liste i g to e ith 
so u h i te est. 
 

We felt e  happ  at that i e. 
People e e o i g a d u i g the 
p odu ts a d also e ei ed do aio  
f o  the . The  e i ited the  to 

isit the Ap e Aap e t e. The good 

thi g as that the isito s a e to 
ou  e t e o  the e  e t da  a d 
agai  the  ought the p odu ts of 
IGP i  the e t e. We agai  et 
the  i  ou  e t e. 

I felt e  happ  pa i ipai g i  this 
t pe of a i it  i  the e t e as ell 
as outside of the e t e. I a  happ  
that Ap e Aap ga e e the s ope of 

eei g those people outside a d 
sha i g  e pe ie es.  
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Raid in Forbesgunj 
Fatima Khatoon 

Fo esgu j: Whe  I e ei ed the 
all f o   daughte  at  p , she 
as e  af aid a d told e that 

poli e is o du i g a aid i  the 
o u it . I ediatel , I e t to 

 house ith  olleague a d 
sa  that the poli e had al ead  
pulled out a  gi ls a d o e , 
i ludi g fe  e  a d o s out of 
thei  houses. M  i st step as to 
ide if  those gi ls ho a e s hool 
goi g o e  ho a e ot i  p osi-
tuio  e uesi g the poli e oi e s 

ot to a est the . But  the , fe  
o e gi ls, ho e e ot i to p os-

ituio , e e al ead  se d to 
Fo esga j poli e staio . 

This aid as totall  dife e t f o  
the aid o du ted  “hi dip La de 
a d his poli e fo e fo e  “.P., 
A a ia Dist i t  i  . Du i g that 
aid e had su ited peiio s to 

the Dist i t Magist ate a d “upe i -
te de t of Poli e, A a ia Dist i t 
agai st the Mela that is o ga ized 
e e  ea , foste i g t ai ki g du -
i g that pe iod of i e. The ad i -
ist aio  de ided o  the aid, ith-
out a  i fo aio  to us a d e 

e e take   su p ise. 

Co pa ed to that, this aid as 
dife e t i  the se se that he  e 
ea hed the e the poli e took us 

i to o ide e a d asked assis-
ta e f o  us. Whe  I ea hed the 
‘LA, I spoke to the poli e oi ials. 
The  asked e a out the he ea-

outs of Gai ul a d his house. 
Gai ul is o e of the iggest i i al 

a d t ai ke  of the a ea . I ga e 
the  the lo aio  to his house. 
Mea  hile, I e uested poli e oi-
ials to elease the gi ls a d o e .   

I a d  olleague led the poli e 
fo e ide if i g e  ho a e 
t ai ke s a d pi ps a d gei g 
the poli e to a est the . Had I ot 

ee  p ese t du i g the aid i  the 
o u it , a  gi ls, o e  a d 
o s ho e e i  o a  asso iated 

i  p osituio , though the  sta ed 
i  the ‘LA, ould ha e ee  a est-
ed. I also fought ith the edia 
people as the  e e t i g take pi -
tu es of gi ls a d o e .  

I feel e  happ  that I ould get 
fe  of the t ai ke s a ested, 
t ai ke s ho had sold a d fo ed 
se e al gi ls i to p osituio . A d 
as a  ate ath of this aid, t ai k-

e s like Gai ul a d Musli  got a -
ested. The  a e the iggest t ai k-

e s a d i i als of the a ea.  

G o i g up i  the a ea, I e e -
e  seei g a o a  ho Musli  

had t ai ked i to p osituio  i  
his house. I al a s sa  he  sufe i g 
f o  diseases a d died ithout 
t eat e t. I so e he e sill feel 
that Musli  is espo si le fo  he  
death, taki g o e  out of he  i -
o e f o  p osituio  a d e e  

lea i g e ough o e  to he  that 
she ould e e  do he  t eat e t.   

Ate  assisi g the poli e i  the 
aid a d i  ide if i g t ai ke s 
ho e e a ested, I got th eat alls 

f o  t ai ke s a d o u it  
e e . But I a  e e  af aid of all 

these as I see the  as a pa t of  
st uggle agai st t ai ki g a d p os-
ituio . 

It e ai s o e of the g eatest da  
i   life that I ould at least get a 
fe  e  a ested ho I ha e hated 
fo  seei g the  t ai  o e  a d 
gi ls as ei g pa t of the ed light 
a ea si e  hildhood. 

 

o i ued f o  page 1   Traicking Kingpin Gainul Ar-
rested 

 

Gai ul's a est a e as a  ate -efe t of ou  lo g 
st uggle to ust the t ai ki g et o k i  Fo esga j. It 
took g eat ou age o  pa t of Mee a, Fai a a d 
Kala  to li e i side the o u it  a d o i uousl  
halle ge the t ai ke s. It also a e as a esult of the 

PIL e ha e iled i   ate  the a est of Kala  
agai st the Biha  Go t. It as a e  dii ult task as 
the e has ee  o ga ized efo t to desta ilize us o  

ehalf of the t ai ke s a d poli e i  o i a e ith 
the  ate  the si g ope aio  i  the Mela a d su se-

ue t halle ge th o  to the the  o upt poli e oi-
ials ho helped t ai ke s. The  a ested Kala , 

t eated ith hi  i  the ost u dig iied a , t ied to 

s at h a a  KGBV f o  us. E e od  a ed us ot  
 

to e gage fu the  ith the Go t. i  a ight a d eate 
o e hosilit . But the PIL fou d out to e a e  efe -

i e a  to e a p a i-t ai ki g a i iies i  the 
state. Gai ul's last a est a e as the i al out o e of 
the supple e ta  aida it ou  la e  A ja a Mish a 
had iled to ou  PIL aski g the “tate to a est Gai ul.  
 

It took us a  ea s to see a t ai ke  like Gai ul e-
hi d the a s. But e a e i deed e  happ  a d p oud 
of ou  a hie e e t. Whethe  he ill i all  get due 
pu ish e t is a ate  of igo ous legal follo  up. But 
at least to the o u it  a d the t ai ked gi ls the 

essage that Gai ul a d t ai ke s like hi  a e ot 
i i i le is phe o e al.  
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CEO of the Tho so  ‘eute s Fou -
daio , Fou de  of T ustLa  a d 
T ust Wo e , Mo i ue Villa, as 

el o ed  Ap e Aap staf o  the 
th of Ap il, i  o de  to pa take i  a  

i fo al o e saio  o  Ap e 
Aap s a ious legal dile as. Gi ls, 
agi g f o   to , f o  the 
Dha a pu a e t e i  Delhi, joi ed 
the dis ussio  i  o de  to o u i-
ate so e of thei  o e s as pa t 

the Pe a o u it , a De- oiied 
t i e.  
 

The dis ussio  et ee  Mo i ue, 
he  olleague “e e a G a t o-

head of Legal fo  Tho so  ‘eute s  
a d the gi ls as la gel  o e ed 

ith issues of ide ii aio . The  
e p essed su p ise upo  i di g out 
that these gi ls, as ell as thei  pa -
e ts, ake up a f i ge g oup of so i-
et  that has eithe  a polii al oi e 

o  legii isaio  f o  the state. 
Most of these iize s  hold aste 
e ii ates, hi h ould g a t 

the  su sidisaio s a d a ess to 
a  go e e tal p og a s, as 
ell as s hooli g. O e of the gi ls, 
o o e tha   ea s old, al ead  

u de stood the sig a s he  t i e 
held i  so iet ; lai i g that go -
e e t oi ials a oided thei  a ea 
at all osts. 
 

The poi t as ade:  

This o u it  is 
i i alised  othe s 

a d ith o e iste t 
poli e oope aio , the 
gi ls a  o  li i g i  
pat ia hal u les u a-

le to es ape f o  the 
o i es of thei  

ho es.  

 

“adl  this o u it  is ot s all, i  
Delhi alo e it akes up app o i-

atel  ,  people. The e a e, as 
of o , o e   of these t i es 
sp ead a oss the ou t . With 
these app o i ate staisi s i  

i d, “e e a o ed to lo  the 
la e s she k e  i  I dia, ho 
ould o k o  this s ste i  issue.  

 

Fo  a g oup of people 
i  the st e tu  to e 
ost a ised f o  thei  so-
iet  e ause of a ul-

tu al he itage i posed 
o  the   the B iish 
a d lo ked f o  de el-
opi g as a o u it  

ith e  fe  fo al jo  
oppo tu iies, is a isis 
suppo ted  a se e e 
la k of polii al ill.  

 

A s all se io  of the Pe a o -
u it , hi h Ap e Aap o ks 
ith, is lo ated ithi  a fe  s all 

st eets, at the e te  of a  i dife -
e t eigh ou hood . The  ha e 
lea t to fu io  ithi  the o -
i es of this a ea  outsou i g 
thei  ai  i o e suppl , thei  

o e , to the high a s that lead 
to this apital s ode  it  e te .  
 

The  ha e o ked ha d to etai  a 
st o g foothold ithi  the i i it , 

ost likel  th ough pa i g of the 
fe  oi ials the  ha e elaio s 

ith, a d ha e a aged, aided  
a  apathei  state, to ithd a  
f o  the ule of la . Ap e Aap is 

o ki g ha d to gi e these futu e 
ge e aio s a ha e, la gel  o -
e t ai g o  p e e i g thei  e t  

i to the i dust . “o e of thei  

ou g gi ls a age to u  f o  
thei  la o ious dail  ho es, a i g 
fo  the fa il  households, to spe d 
a fe  hou s e jo i g so e e ea-
io al a i iies ithi  o e of ou  
t o e te s, situated a fe  kilo e-
t es a a  f o  o e a othe .  
 

Fo  a  eal p og essio  to o u  
ithi  the d a i s of these o -
u iies, the state eeds to u de -

sta d the de og aphi  of this popu-
laio , i  so iet . O l  the  a  the  
ealise the p og a s eeded to help 

sustai  these people. “o e lai  
that it is too ha d; that it is a  e -
t e hed ultu al ide it ; that it is 
t a sposed f o  ge e aio  to ge -
e aio . “pe d a da  at o e of these 
e te s t i g to u de sta d these 

se sii e a d i o e t hild e . 
What e eed, hat is i po ta t 
ight o , a e la e s, go e e t 

oi ials a d esea he s illi g to 
take o  this task; the task of p o id-
i g a  ide it , hi h these i di id-
uals a  elate to i  so iet .  
 

Ale a d a Mo h a z is i te i g 
ith Ap e Aap. She is o du i g a 

esea h p oili g t ai ke s i  ou  
Kolkata e te s, i  o de  to i d pa -
allels et ee  ed light a eas, a d 
thei  i situio al hie a hies, ithi  
E i g Gof a s a al ses of total 
i situio s . He  a ade i  a k-
g ou d is o e fo used o  i te a-
io al polii s a d poli - aki g. 
Ha i g studied at Ki g s College i  
Lo do , she is p epa i g fo  a Mas-
te s i  Ge de  i e ualiies a d Poli-

 fo  a futu e a ee  i  poli -

aki g o  ge de  elated issues. I  
o de  to de elop su h a a ee , she 
i te ds to e pa d he  k o ledge-

ase  o ki g ith so ial o e-
e ts a d g ass oots i iiai es. 

CEO of Thompson Reuters Foundation discusses Legal Issues   
 

Alexandra Mochnacz 
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 Poems  
 

 

Voi g is Ou  Right 

 

I a t to l  like a i d, 
I a t to lo  like the i e , 

I a t to tou h the sk , 
I a t to gai  espe t, 

A gi l is ot a to , hope the o ld u -
de sta d that. 

 

% otes a e fo  the gi ls, to help 
sol e the o ld issues, 
Life is like a s all oat, 

We eed to sail a d a hie e e e -
thi g, that e e o e i  us supp esses. 

 

-  “a geeta “ha  

Age :  ea s 

I Wa t to Li e 

 

I ha e sta ted li i g ith de a di g  ights, 
What ill ou get taki g these a a  f o  e? 

Do t thi k that a d op of ate  is s all, 
It s these d ops hi h a  lood the ho e of ou 

a d e. 
 

The o e ho ou all a k a d, 
Is the o e ho does so u h o k fo  ou, 

Li e ou self a d let e li e, 
Let e e ai  good oz i I a t to li e too. 

 

 

 

- Pooja “ha   
Age : 5 ea s 


