
 

 

My Dreams 

 

My Own Boui ue 

 
 

Kajal, 16 years 

 

Delhi: M  a e is Kajal. I a   
ea s old a d a eside t of 

Dha a pu a. I d opped out of 
s hool t o ea s a k e ause it 

as ot ei g possi le fo  e to 
o i ue ith  edu aio  e-
ause of the i a ial o diio s 

I o e f o . But I sta ted lea -
i g sit hi g a d tailo i g at the 
e t e i  Dha a pu a he e the 

didi o es a d tea hes e. 
 

M  d ea  is to g o  up a d e-
o e a “it hi g & Tailo i g 

tea he . I a t to o  a ou-
i ue o e da  a d ha e e plo -
ees o k togethe . I ill ope  a 

oui ue he e i   o u it  
itself a d that da  ill e the 
happiest da  i   life a d I ill 
k o  that es, I ha e do e it. 
 

I ot o l  a t to lea  these 
skills a d aste  the  ut I also 

a t to tea h othe  gi ls. This 
ill help the  e o e i de-

pe de t. The  ould sit h at 
ho es a d ake a  ea i g out 
of it. 
 

I ill also hi e so e of the stu-
de ts ho  I ill tea h. We all 
togethe  ould o k ha d a d 

ake a  ea i g fo  ou  li i g. 
I also d ea  to l  o  a  ai pla e 
o e. I ha e e e  ee  o  o e 
e e . Ma e o e da  he  I ill 

e o e i h a d su essful, I 
ill t a el i  a  ai pla e. 

Clearing Class X is Just the First Step 

Jyoti , 16 years 

Fo esga j: M  Na e is J oi Kha-
too . I a  a eside t of Uta i Ra -
pu  Red Light A ea . I  othe  o ds, 
I a  the daughte  of Bi i Fat a, 

ho ai l  ights fo  the de elop-
e t of those gi ls a d o e  ho 

a e i i s a d t apped i  the a sh 
like p osituio .  
 

F o  the e  egi i g, I ha e a 
desi e I ill ead o e a d o e a d 

 doi g so, I ill e a  e a ple fo  
 o u it  a d I g aduall  sta t-

ed to take steps to ea h  ai .  It 
is e  dii ult to do this he e I 
o e f o  as ost of the people I 

k o  a d also ost of  f ie ds 
ha e al ead  d opped out f o  
s hool o  a e pla i g to do so e  
soo . A d this is a litle de oi ai g 
fo  e. But I also as e  lea , that 
I a ot e o e like the  I ha e to 

ake a life fo  self a d I k e  
that I ill o k ha d fo  it so eho . 

A fe  da s ago he  I ake up e e  
o i g a d ould go to s hool, 

the  I o l  passed th ough the Red 
Light A ea a d at that poi t of i e, 

a  o s used to tease e , ut I 
ould go to s hool all da  ithout 
ei g dist a ted. I ould ot let these 

afe t e a d steal f o  e  
goal . 

I a  also tha kful to Ap e Aap O -
ga izaio , e ause o e ea  ago, I 
told Ma i  Bhai a a d Ga gi di that I 
a  e  eak i  fe  su je ts, at that 
i e, the  a a ged tuiio  fo  e 
a d I su essfull  passed i  the th 
Boa d e a i aio .                      
Co i ued o  page )  
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Kolkata: I a  U a Das. I a   s old. I a  f o  Mu shigu j hi h is a ed 
light a ea. I a  lea i g da e f o  e  lo g i e he e. I pa i ipated i  
dife e t da e p og a e. Like ise I pa i ipated i  a P og a e a ed 
as Flash Mo . 
Fo  this lash o , I a d se e  o e gi ls f o  Ap e Aap did ehea sal fo   
da s. O  the i st da , It as good to i te a t ith the Didis the t ai e s , 
although the e as fea  i side of e e ause the  e e talki g i  E glish. I 

as feeli g sh  e ause I a ’t talk i  E glish. But the da e o e e ts 
hi h the  taught to us e e e  eas  to at h a d also da e akes e 

the ost happ  a d that is so ethi g hi h I a solutel  lo e.                                                      
Co i ued o  page  

Dancing My Way to Happiness 

A World Outside My Home  

Uma Das 



2 Red Light Despatch ♦ Vol VII, Issue 6 

 

Delhi: The epi e te  of a hai  pa-
t ia hal alues head-to-head ith 

alues of ode it  a d e po e -
e t. Whethe  t ue o  ot, this is 

the eputaio  that the g eat it  
has ea ed fo  itself a ou d the 

o ld, espe iall  as of the De e -
e  th disaste , the J oi “i gh 

Pa de  i ide t. As a stude t ho 
as i st i spi ed  do u e ta ies 

a out o f o i g opp essi e ul-
tu al p a i es i  the “u o i e t, 
Ap e Aap as pe fe t pla e fo  e 
to i te . Ate  just egi i g  
i te ship,  i st i p essio s thus 
fa  ha e shate ed a  o a i is  
a out hat it is to e a  a i ist, 
a d oke  ste eot pes a out hat 
i te s do. 
 

This eek’s ield isit to Dha pu a 
had a u h dife e t to e tha   
i st. The e as a do esi  iole e 
ase i  ea  P e  Naga , i  hi h 

a ou g o a , ho shall e he e-
i  efe ed to as )ai a , had ee  
hospitalized ate  ei g eate   
he  hus a d. I lea ed that P e  
Naga  is a illage hi h has ee  
t adiio all  sustai ed o  i te -

ge e aio al p osituio ; a s ste  

i  hi h daughte -i -la s a e e -
pe ted to egi  p osituio  as soo  
as the  ea  thei  i st hild. 
 

)ai a  has ot et o ei ed, sup-
posedl  dela i g i pe di g dut  as 
a o a  of P e  Naga . We a i ed 
i st to the ield oi e to e iefed 

 “u ita, Field Coo di ato . )ai a  
had o ta ted “u ita to seek ad i e 
a d suppo t. We had o idea a out 
he  o diio  ut k e  that he  
ph si ia  as ot a k o ledgi g 
do esi  iole e i  he  edi al 
e a i aio s, hi h as i po ta t 

e ause she a ted to ile a a -
i g ith the poli e depa t e t to 
keep Ka a * i  li e i  the futu e.  
 

The tea  a i ed at the hospital 
he e )ai a  a d he  lose ela-

i es e e sta i g. Upo  eei g 
the gi l, e i ui ed i to he  health 
a d diag osis. This as ot the i st 
o  se o d i e she had ee  eat-
e … )ai a  as a  outspoke  gi l 

ho ould ot o e  the hi s of 
he  hus a d; it’s just that this i e 
he had go e too fa , the eai gs 

e e se e e e ough fo  hospitaliza-
io . T agi all , do esi  iole e is 
othe ise a  u e og ized o  i  

ost ho es a d a el  a a ts 
ate io . Ka a * as af aid he  
he as o ta ted  “u ita, ho 
k e  hi  ell efo e the i ide t; 
he did ot a t to e th o  i  jail 
o  p ose uted.  
 

I oted that this is he e Ap e 
Aap’s ole a d i po ta e o es 

i to pla . Most o e  ho a t to 
speak out do ot ha e the suppo t 
to do so, e ause alo e the  ill e 
st u k do  agai  a d agai . No  
add the p ese e of a thi d pa t  
e uipped ith edu aio  a d o i-
de e, the  the pe pet ato  ill 
ha e to stop a d o side  his o  he  
a io s. I k o  that the illage s 
ese t outside s ho o e i  a d 

t  to ha ge the odus opera di, 
ea i g that it’s ot al a s safe fo  

a o e i ol ed i  aisi g thei  
oi e. The Ap e Aap staf has e -

du ed o e tha  thei  sha e of 
si ks a d sto es, lite all . Ho e e , 
sii g i  that hospital oo  k o -
i g that this ou g gi l as gei g 
the ate io  of he  a usi e hus-

a d ith the help of the tea  I 
as su ou ded , as e po e -

i g fo  e o  a pe so al le el as a 
stude t a i ist. 
 

O  a so e i g ote, )ai a  should 
e ead  to e dis ha ged f o  the 

hospital, ha i g es aped de ilitai g 
ph si al i ju . But efo e e let, 

e a e to i d out the oot ause 
of )ai a ’s o sta t pu ish e ts… 
she ill e eate  u il she ag ees 
to sta t p osituio . 
 

Sa eera ‘izvi studied Eco o ics 
a d I ter aio al Develop e t at 

the U iversity of Maryla d, College 
Park. Ater graduai g, she decided 

to spe d a year volu teeri g i  
South Asia to pursue her i terests 
a d lear  the i s-a d-outs of the 

develop e t ield 

 

Colu  

Volunteer Journal 

First Impressions of 

Activism in My  

Motherland 
- Sameera Rizvi 

 

Follo  us o   .fa e ook. o /ap eaap  
.t ite . o /ap eaap 

 

 

 

 

W ite to us fo  a  ue ies o  o e ts at o ta t@ap eaap.o g 
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The following is an excerpt from 
an interview with Ruchira Gupta 
conducted by Kathambi Kinoti 
from Association for Women’s 
Right In Development (AWID). 
 

AWID: You p efe  to all the o -
e  ou o k ith ' o e  i  p osi-
tuio ' athe  tha  'se  o ke s' as 
is o e o o . Wh  is this? 

 

RG: Ap e Aap e e s use the 
te  ' o e  i  p osituio ' athe  
tha  'se o ke s' fo  adults a d the 
te  'p osituted hild' i stead of 
' hild p ositutes' o  ' hild se -

o ke s' fo  gi ls a d o s. We do 
ot elie e that p osituio  is a 

p ofessio . It is a fo ed o upa-
io . 
 

The te  'se - o ke ' is a is o-
e  fo  se e al easo s: 

 

. It ste ilizes the i he e tl  e ploi-
tai e atu e of p osituio  a d 
i alidates the o e 's t au ai  
e pe ie es of su jugaio , deg a-
daio  a d pai . 
 

. It also atu alizes the se ual e -
ploitaio  of o e  a d hild e  
a d akes it so iall  a epta le. 
 

. The te  'se - o ke ' akes it 
o e ie t fo  go e e ts to ig-
o e the st u tu al so ial, e o o i  

a d polii al poli ies that fo e 
o e  i to p osituio . Ve  

ote  go e e ts, poli  ake s 
a d u e s of p osituted se  a gue 
that o e  hoose p osituio  as 
a o k opio  o e  o ki g i  
s eatshops, do esi  se itude o  
othe  fo s of ha d o  heap la-

ou . The  fo get, o  hoose to 
ake i isi le the fa t that fo  
o e , othe  highe  i o e op-

io s a e li ited, a d p osituio  
a d po og aph  e ai  a o g 
the o e highl  paid o upaio s 

a aila le to o e . The  also fail 
to o side  that e o o i  a d so-
ial poli ies ake othe  lu ai e 

e plo e t u a aila le to o e  
a d that ge de  dis i i aio  a d 
o upaio al seg egaio  fu el 

o e  i to pa i ula  o upaio s. 
 

. Calli g p osituio  'se - o k' 
atego izes it as a ki d of o k, et 

it a ot e atego ized as o k 
e ause it dis o e ts the self f o  

the a i it . P osituio  al a s i -
ol es pe et aio  of the od . Ap-
e Aap e e s see thei  se ualit  

as a  i teg al pa t of the sel es, 
a d feel the  a e selli g the sel es 

he  thei  odies a e sold fo  se .  
 

To ope ith the e pe ie e, a  
o e  i  p osituio  deta h 

the sel es e oio all  f o  thei  
odies- efe i el  seg e i g 

the sel es, o  e te i g i to out of 
od  e pe ie es. “o eside iski g 

disease o  death the  sufe  f o  
the deep ps hologi al t au a of 
alie aio  f o  thei  o  odies. 
The e a e also othe  dife e es 

et ee  o k a d p osituio ;  
 

a  While la ou  o e e ts a  
a d do gua a tee e tai  i i u  
o diio s a d sta da ds fo  o k-

e s, p o idi g fo  e e g  a d i e 
eeded fo  the o ke  to e a ful-

illed hu a  ei g, p osituio  
i he e tl  a ot do so. Fo  i -
sta e, all la ou  o e e ts st i e 
fo  i i u  ages. I  p osituio  
the e is o gua a tee of i i u  

ages, as the p i e of a o a  a -
ies ith age, i e of ight, a d lo-
aio . Mo eo e , i  othel- ased 

se  the e is o su h thi g as i i-
u  ages. Fo  the i st i e ea s 

the othel o e  o s the o a  
o  hild, keeps he  like a o ded 
sla e a d spe ds a  a ou t to 
keep he  i  a su siste e o diio . 

Fo  the e t i e ea s, she a  
keep half of hat she ea s a d 
late  she is allo ed to keep all that 
she ea s ut he  ea i g apa it  
di i ishes. 
 

 All la ou  o e e ts aspi e to 
e tai  i i u  o ki g o di-

io s. I  p osituio , all o e  
fa e iole e that a ot e legis-
lated a a  as the  a e uli atel  
alo e ith the u e  of p osituted 
se . I  oth othel- ased a d o -

othel ased p osituio , o e  
a e o o l  fo ed to speed up 
the p o ess of ea i g o e o e  

 se i i g a  i easi g u e  
of u e s, so ei es up to  a 
da . The  a e also fo ed to p o ide 
all ki ds of se i es a d high- isk 
a i iies like se  ithout a o do  
as ost ote  the  ha e o egoi-
ai g po e . The  a e kept lo ked 
up i  othels a d ha e o a ess 
to edi al a e o  edu aio . Thei  
hild e  la  o  the loo  hile the  

se i e thei  u e s. The  li e i  
s all oo s ith a ed i do s 
e d up sufe i g f o  i so ia, 
t au a, iga ete u s, jau di e, 
tu e ulosis, iga ete u s, HIV/
AID“ a d t au a. The  ote  u de -
go se e al a o io s. While so e of 
these o diio s a  e egulated 
i  othel- ased p osituio , the  
a ot e egulated i  st eet- ased 

p osituio  at all. 
 

 The thi d i e ea s ages - : 
Ate  te  ea s of ph si al a use, 

al ut iio  a d d ug a d al ohol 
depe de , the ea i g apa it  
of the o e  di i ishes.  At this 
i e, the  a t to lea e p ositu-
io , ut do ot ha e the life-skills 
o  the ph si al health to do so. 
The  ha e o hoi e. 

The o l  a s e  is fo  o e o e  to e i  pu li  pla es a d o e e  i  p i ate spa es. Mo e f eedo  is the 
a s e , ot less 

 

Op/Ed : Fighting for the Right Not to be a Prostitute                                                                                                                        
- An interview with Ruchira Gupta 
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Kolkata: P osituio  is 
ot a hoi e ut a  

a se e of hoi e 
ased o  ge de , 
lass, aste, eth i  

a d a e i e ualiies 
that the se  i dust  
e ploits.   
 

Ni e ea s ago he  I sta ted  
jou e  as a o ki g o e  that 
i e I e e  e e  i agi e that the 
sto  ehi d “e  T ai ki g. I  Ci e-

a I just sa  the ul e a ilit  ut I 
a  ot tou h the eal g ou d of “e  

T ai ki g.  
 

But I get a ha e to se e  se -
i e i  this tough a d halle gi g 

ield th ough Ap e Aap o e  
o ld ide, he e I a  u de sta d 
hat is P osituio , I te - ge e a-

io al P osituio , hat is the dei-
iio  of Wo e  i  P osituio , 

Wo e  At isk. I lea ed he e that 
ho  to fa e halle ges a d ho  to 
sol e this.  
 

At p ese t I a  o ki g i  a 
“o aga hi Red light a ea as a p o-
je t oi e . He e e ha e a e te . 
Fe  o e  isited ou  e te  i te -
a t ith us a d sha e the e eal life 
sto  ith us. The  elie e us a d 

o  the  all a e  f ie d.  He e I 
just sha e o e eal life sto ies hi h 
a e e  tou hi g.  
 

He e I et ith a gi l ho is o   
ea s old, she passed Madha ik 

e a . He  fathe  sold he  o l  fo  
 upees. “he is e  i tellige t 

stude t,  she a ts to e highe  
stud , he  fathe  said that he took 
he  fo  a highe  s hool Ad issio . 

“he elie ed he  fathe , ut the e-
sult is that she is o  a p osituted 
Wo e .  
 

“he said that I do ’t elie e a  
od , M  fathe  ho is gi e  e 
i th if that pe so  sold e the  

e e  o e a  sold e fo  a  thi g. 
I lo e to hate  self. But I do ot 
t  to su side, I a t to li e  life, 
a d e jo ed the pai . “o e od  

ho is e jo i g Pai , hi h is 
e ough to sa i g hat, is alled A -
se e of hoi e.   
 

E e  i e he  I e te ed the 
“o aga hi Field I just look at the 

o e ’s E es, he e ou a  get 

easil  Ve  “ta kl  Make-up ith a 
s eet s ile, ut he  ou sta ted 
talki g ith he , that i e ou a  
get o l  the ealit  of iole e. You 
ha e to s ile. Be ause the last thi g 
I a t to ake these o e  feel, is 
that I pit  the  e ause pit  is i  
fa t o e of the lat e oio s I feel 
fo  the . I, i  fa t ad i e thei  te-

a it , thei  st e gth a d thei  a t 
to do a thi g to ake e ds eet 
fo  thei  hild e , so that thei  hil-
d e  do ’t ha e to fa e the life, the 

o e  had to. 
 

You ha e to sell ou  od , just e-
ause ou ha e ot a  othe  op-

io  to get out f o  this a ea, Ma i-
u  Wo e  thi ks that so iet  did 

ot Allo  the , Did ot e og ize 
the , so that the o l  a  to li e 
life is egula  asis “ta d i  the oad 

ith a s eet a d at a i g s ile.  
 

“o aga hi is the la g-
est ed light a ea i  
“outh Asia, a d ou  
e te  is e  e  to 

i  this a ea, ut sill 
this e te  is like a 
safe spa e fo  the , 

he e the  a  eal-
ize the eal ea i g 
of f eedo , he e 
the  hit hat ith 
us, a d also othe  

o e . A d it is a 
litle foot step to e d 
“e  t ai ki g. 
O e has to eall  e the e to see 
a d u de sta d the p edi a e t of 
these o e  as ell as the life that 
these o e  a e leadi g. I so e-
i es ele ts o  these i te a io s 
that I ha e had ith the o e  a d  
fail to u de sta d hethe  to feel 
p i ileged fo  the life that I a  lead-
i g o  hethe  to feel ad that I 
ha e so u h a d the  do ’t. But at 
the e d of the da , I do feel sais-
ied, that I as at least a le to e -
te d so e help to the , ith  
li ited k o ledge a d esou es 
a d fo  this i e  saisfa io , I ish 
to tha k Ap e Aap. 

Diary of a Social Worker 

Sudipta Dasgupta Majumdar 

“A Safe Space where 
the Women Realize 
Their Freedom…” 
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Kolkata: M  a e is Doll  Mahato 
a d I stud  i  lass XI. I e e all  
o e to the Ap e Aap e t e i  

Khidde po e to lea  si hi g, o -
pute , da e, a d also take pa t i  
the a ious e e ts that happe  
he e.  
 

This ea  I took pa t i  a Video 
Wo kshop hi h took pla e he e 
f o  th Ju e o a ds fo   da s. 
E e da  e had to gi e i  i e e-
t ee  .  a. . to .  p. .  
 

O  the st da  e et Asee  Asha 
“i  a d his assista t Mushta . We 

e e the  sho   t ue sto  
o ies f o  Delhi hi h as ade 

f o  Delhi a d these e e sho  to 
us so that e a  u de sta d hat 
ki d of o ies e a e e pe ted to 

ake.  
 

We e e the  di ided i to  g oups 
a d e e e asked to a e the 
g oups ate  fa ous o e  ighte s 
a d e e the  asked to ite ou  
o  s ipts. I as hose  as the 
leade  fo   g oup. 
 

The e t da  I lea t ho  to e o d 
ou  oi e, fo  hi h e eeded a 

uiet e i o e t. With a i o-
pho e e e o ded ou  eauiful 

oi es o  the o pute  hi h took 
al ost the e i e da .  
 

The thi d da  e lea t ho  to do a 
photo shoot a d e li ked pi tu es 
f o  the a e a i  dife e t lo a-
io s. We e t to pla es fa  f o  
ou  houses, ea  the lake a d i e . 
We also took ideos ea  a aste 
disposal pla e. We e e also p o id-
ed ith lu h i  the e t e du i g 
the e i e o kshop.  
 

I  the e e i g Asee  si  took all the 
ideo footage, s ipts a d e o d-

i gs so that a o plete a d hole-
so e o ie ould e ade.  
 

These  da s of the o soo s e e 
e t e el  ell spe t  us a d o e 
that all of us ho ate ded this 

o kshop a e eall  goi g to he ish 
th oughout ou  li es.  
 

This as the i st i e e had lea t 
ho  to ake a ideo a d I a  su e 
that it is goi g to e so ethi g 

hi h ill e e t e el  helpful fo 
us i  the futu e.  
 

I sill a ot elie e e ade a 
o ie, just like the ki ds e see o  

tele isio  i  ou  ho es. I a  eall  
e ited to see hat the i al o ie 
looks like a d ho  all ou  efo ts 
ha e i all  paid. I felt e  happ  to 

e a pa t of this o kshop. 

 

I Still Cannot Believe We Made a Movie  

P ize i  Lite atu e. He used hiDolly Mahato, 1  yearsthat ould alue the e pe ise of 

 

Follo  us o   .fa e ook. o /ap eaap  
.t ite . o /ap eaap 
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co i ued fro  page 1: The 
World Outside )  

We pe fo ed the da e o  d of 
Ju e, i  si  dife e t pla es- Pa k 
“t eet, P i ep Ghat, Vi to ia Me-

o ial, Quest Mall, Fo u , a d Ne  
Ma ket. We felt e  good that 
the e e e dife e t edia to o e  
ou  pe fo a e. Lots of people 

e e at hi g ou  da e a d e-

ei i g the essages th ough that. 
As ou  da e as i e; e had pe -
fo ed the sa e da e th i e i  a 
sa e pla e. Lu kil  the e as o 
ai  o  that da  a d a  people 
ould see ou  p og a . We e e 

happ  that ou  pe fo a e as 
o pleted i el . Befo e that I did 
ot k o  hat does the o d 

Flash Mo  ea ?   Ate  doi g the 

p og a e I got so e idea ut sill 
it as ot lea . The  I asked the 

ea i g to didi i  the oi e; the  it 
e a e lea  to e. I a t to tha k 

Li a au t . 
It a good e pe ie e fo  e a d the 
othe  gi ls also a d e jo ed. I, -
self a t to o ga ize su h p og a  

ith the hild e . A d I a t to lead 
the hole thi g  self. 
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My First Day in Apne Aap 

Pankhuri Sehgal 

Delhi:  Eage l  aii g fo   joi -
i g da  to o e, I i all  oke up to 
the da  he  I’ll e goi g to sta t 

 jou e  i  Ap e Aap Wo e  
Wo ld ide. I as e  e thusiasi  
a d opi isi , a d at the sa e 
i e p oud that I’ll e o ki g fo  a 
ause, I al a s a ted to o k fo .  

 

Co side i g self a fe i ist i  the 
i st pla e ade e feel o e o -
fo ta le ith  e  olleagues 
a d staf, si e I easil  got assi ilat-
ed i   e  e i o e t a o gst 
people ho e e dife e t f o  o e 
a othe , ut at the sa e i e si i-
la  i  thei  atle to e d se  t ai k-
i g. 
 

Ate  fe  i e- eaki g sessio s ith 
 fello  olleagues, I as gi e  a  

i du io  sessio  f o   e to s 
a d that’s he e I felt a d elie ed 
that I ha e o e to the ight pla e. I 
ealised ho  the g ou d ealit  is so 

dife e t f o  hat e pe ei e 
f o  the dife e t ea s a d 

odes of o u i aio  e ha e 
i  ou  li es toda .  

 

I e e e  ho  I a ted to o -
a d “ ai Di ith  uesio s a d 

the dou ts hi h e e isi g e e  
o e t as I d elt o e i to the 

issue, a d ho  Ap e Aap has ee  
o ki g e te si el  si e a  

ea s to put a  e d to this e a e 
of lesh t ade.  
 

U de sta di g  u iosit  “ ai Di 

paie tl  ela o ated o  e tai  
thi gs u il, I igu ed out that fai t 
s ile o  he  fa e that it’s just the 

egi i g a d the e is a lo g a  to 
go.   
 

“he the  asked e to at h the 
do u e ta , “elli g of i o-

e ts . I as asked to sit i  the li-
a  hi h at o e d e   ate -

io . It as a i i o ld i  itself; a 
sto ehouse of k o ledge, a olle -
io  of ooks a d o ies e  p e-
isel  sele ted  the fou de  of 

Ap e Aap, ho  e all efe  to as 
Ru hi a Di.  
 

I at hed so e of the do u e -
ta ies a d ead so e a i les. Alt-
hough, it as ’t that it as the i st 
i e I as eadi g o  at hi g 
so ethi g o  this issue that I as 
so passio ate a out ut es, it did 

ade e feel dife e tl  that e  
da .  
 

A idst the a , o passio ate 
a d pleasi g at osphe e of Di’s a d 
Dada’s i  Ap e Aap hi h ill e e  

ake o e feel a  outside , I also 
ealised the shee  a ou t of o -

it e t the o ga isaio  upheld 
fo  the ause a d I too, as happil  
ead  to pull up  slee es to e a 

pa t of thei  st uggle. 
   

co i ued fro  page 1)  Clea ing Class X is Just the 
Fi st Step 

 

No , I a t to stud  fu the  i  Pat a a d e o e 
so ethi g, I a t to ake  o u it  as ell as 

 pa e ts a d  fa il  p oud a d I a t to take fo -
a d the o k of  othe . M  othe  is ot u h 

lite ate a d that is h  she i ol i g he self i  su h 
o k hi h is e  da ge ous, ut he  edu aio  is 

e ui ed i  so e o k,  othe  e o e uiet a d 
that i e, I sa  he  to sit dep essed. I k o  that  

othe  has eall  st uggled a d o ked ha d to get e 
to he e I a  ight o . Nothi g ould ake e hap-
pie  tha  seei g a eauiful s ile o   othe ’s fa e 
a d k o i g that I a  the easo  ehi d this. 

 B  stud , I ish to fulill he  d ea s a d ake  
o u it  p oud so that the  a  sa  p oudl  that 

J oi is the daughte  of ou  o u it . The e  sa e 
o u it  he e I ha e g o  up, he e the edu a-

io  of a gi l is so dii ult to happe  a d I a t to set 
a  e a ple a d sho  e e o e, that edu ai g gi l is 

ot ad, is ot tough a d that it a  happe  a d that it 
has happe ed. I a t to sho  to  o u it  that I, 
J oi Khatoo  ill g o  up a d e o e a Colle to  a d 
that edu ai g e as ot  othe ’s ad idea, ut 
i  fa t this idea ill e useful fo  the othe  gi l ights 
also ho a e stopped f o  goi g to s hool. The  ill 

o  e a le to ight i  thei  houses he  the  a e 
stopped fo  goi g to the s hools. 

I a t to tha k Ap e Aap fo  pushi g e to a ds  
goals a d helpi g e i  ea h step to eet  goal. 
No  I ha e lea ed lass X a d hope to lea  a  

o e ho izo s i  the futu e. 

‘It’s Just the Begin-
ning and there is a 
Long Way to Go...’ 
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Delhi:  You a ot hal-
le ge ape u less 

ou’ e ead  to hal-
le ge pat ia h  

The oot of the ape issue. Pat ia -
h  a  e des i ed as a so ial o -

diio i g hi h p o otes oio sof 
po e , do i a ea d e itle e t 
to e , ho i  tu  de a d su -
se ie e f o  o e .What e 

ust do o  is i stead of e pe i g 
othe s to take o  the u de  ea h 
o e of us ust egi  to uesio  
ou  assu pio s a out ge de  a d 
adopt a ze o-tole ance aitude 
agai st ha ful so ietal o s.  
We’ e ot just talki g a out ape; 
e’ e talki g a out all fo s of op-

p essio . We ha e to stop telli g 
ou  daughte s to adjust, a d allo -
i g hus a ds a slap . The legal 
f a e o k i  I dia is i  pla e, ut 
it ill o l  o k if e ha ge ou  

i dsets. Toda  a gu  ho stalks 
ill e o e to o o ’s a id 

ata ks… the gu  ho g opes toda  

ill e o e to o o ’s apist. 
Whe e a e ou goi g to egi  ta k-
li g this p o le ?  

 

He e is ho  ape is ei g halle ged 
toda  a d hat ust happe  i  o -
de  to o ue  ape: 

. B eaki g the sile e ate  ape: 
I eased edia o e age o  
ape has e ou aged e-

po i g iole e e ause o e  
o  ha e a ha el to e 

hea d. The edia hase po -
e ed o e   shiti g the 
sha e f o  the i i  to the 
pe pet ato , a di  o de  to 
halle ge ape it is i po ta t 

fo  us to sta d  i i s athe  
tha  sha i g the . The e is a 

e  ou age a o g I dia  
o e  to sta d up a d p otest; 

this is a posii e ha ge i  I di-
a  so iet . 

. Cha ge i  the dei iio  of a d 
o s ious ess ape: La gel  due 

to the ass p otests follo i g 
the J oi “i gh Pa de  ase last 
De e e , the legal te sde-
s i i g ape a d assault ha e 

ee  ha ged to a o odate 
a ide  a ge of iole e 

a ital ape, use of o je ts, 
e og iio  of Dalit apes . Fu -

the o e, use of the o d ape 
has e o e o alized. Rathe  
tha  ou hi g it i  euphe is s 
as e ha e efo e, e a e a -
k o ledgi gthe se e it  a d 
ealit  of ape. 

. Edu ai g ou  hild e : Ho  e 
i g up ou  daughte s to speak 

up a d ou  so s to elie e the  
a e less e itled,is eall  up to 
us. The p o ess of so ial ha ge 
is lo g a d dii ult, hi h is 

h  ea h o e of us has to e 
espo si le a d take a ou ta-
ilit  othe ise e a e all o -

pli it i  ou  ultu e. 
. A halle ge to the o e ’s 

o e e t: Be i  it fo  the lo g-

te . Whe  a  NGO takes up a 
ase o  ehalf of a o a , the  
ust si k a ou d to see the 

ase to its o lusio . 
. The edia’s ole: Media es-

sagi g a d jou alis  a  e-
ate o  eak ste eot pes a out 

The Solution to Challenging Rape Can Be Answered in two 
Words: Challenging Patriarchy  

 

Namitha Bhandare, Women’s Rights Activist and Gender Columnist , MINT 

 

- as transcribed by Sameera Rizvi )ntern  

 

Follo  us o   .fa e ook. o /ap eaap  
.t ite . o /ap eaap 

 

 

 

 

W ite to us fo  a  ue ies o  o e ts at o ta t@ap eaap.o g  
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 Poems  
 

The Ju gle’s Pea o k 

 

The Koel makes the ku ku noise, 
The peacock calls ki ki, 
The birds do chi chi chi, 

When its dawn in the jungle. 
 

The Skylark makes a piu piu 
sound, 

The parrot sings te te, 
Everyone together makes these 

sounds, 
When its dawn in the jungle 

 

-  Nitu Ku a i 

Pit he  

 

My pitcher is round in shape, 
Sitting on a wooden table, 

The water in it is very cold, 
Which is filled daily by my grand mother. 

 

My grandmother had bought it, 
And decorated it with many flowers, 

The pitcher smiled slowly, 
And it made the entire room smell nice. 

 

- Neetu 


