
 

 

My Dreams 

 

Just To Ope  A Cos ei  Shop 

 
 

Babli Singh 

 

Kolkata: I a  a eside t of 
“o aga hi si e 8 ea s. I as i  
the p osituio  fo  a lo g i e.  
 

I elo g to a poo  fa il  & i   
ho e at  ai e pla e  pa -
e ts e e the e. I a ted to 
help the   ea i g so e 

o e  a d i  that a  ith a 
d ea  of ea i g so e o e  
fo   fa il  I sta ted to sea h 
fo  so e jo . But I ha e ee  
t apped & fo efull  i ol ed i  
the p osituio . M  all d ea s 

ashed the e o  that e  da .  
 

‘ight o  I do t ha e a  o e 
let i   fa il . M  pa e ts 
died. I had a d ea  o e of e-
i g da e . Whe  I as i  s hool 
I used to lea  da e. I studied 
upto lass VII. M  d ea  o  is 
just to ope  a s all os ei  
shop. As I a  g o i g old & I a  

ot i te ested to o i ue  
life i  “o aga hi. I a  happ  
that a NGO su h as Ap e Aap 
has ope ed thei  e te  ith a 

ie  of p o idi g edu aio  to 
hild e  a d also p o ides i -
o e ge e aio  skills to the 

i te ested o e .  
 

I a  happ  that I ha e got a 
pla e, he e I a  o e & ha e 
hat as  ish, a  thi k of 

so ethi g e , a  get so e 
t ai i gs that Ap e Aap is 
p o idi g hi h ight help e 
eli e  lost d ea . 

I Knew My Didi Will Come and Save Me  

Shweta Khattar 

Delhi: P e  Naga  Ce t e is a ou d 
8 k s a a  f o  Ap e Aap s Delhi 
ield oi e. The e te  is ithi  the 

illage o u it  of Pe a, hi h 
p a i es i te ge e aio al p ositu-
io  he ei  ou g gi ls a e a ied 
of ea l  at a ide p i e, hi h the 
g oo s fa il  pa s to the ide s 
fa il . O e the gi l has he  i st 
hild, the  he  o  fa il  e e s 

push he  i to p osituio .  

I  Ap il , a tea he  at the P e  
Naga  Ce t e as app oa hed  
o e of the gi ls, *‘a hel, ho o -
plai ed of ei g se t to he  i -la s 
fo efull . Ate  ei g eate   he  

othe , she o plai ed agai  a d 
e plai ed he  pai ful sto :          

Whe  *‘a hel as  ea s old she 
as a ied of  he  pa e ts, a d 

he  othe -i -la  fo ed he  to 
se e the lie ts at the fa il s ho e
- ased othel. O e da , *‘a hel hid 
i  a t ai s ath oo  a d a  a a . 
“he ea hed he  fo e  ho e i  
P e  Naga  hopi g that she ould 

e safe. To he  sho k, he  othe   
a d othe  s olded he ; a d he  
fa il  fo ed he  to se e lie ts. 
He  fate as ei g de ided  uth-
less people ho had put a p i e o  
he  od . This is he  she ap-
p oa hed o e of the tea he s at Ap-

e Aap s e te .    

The tea he  ought the pi tu e to 
Ap e s ield oo di ato  a d e.   
Co i ued o  page 6   
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Fo esga j: Du i g  tou  to Delhi, I as sho ked to see a dife e t o ld. 
F o   hildhood da s, I ha e fa ed dife e t st uggles i   life a d it is 
sill o i ue a d f o  sta i g I li ed ith  o u it  i  Fo esga j, 
Biha , he e a  people take a e thei  hild e  o  gi ls ho  the  u , 
just fo  p osituio  he eas i  Delhi, I sa  a  of o e  a ied thei  
gi ls ith a hope that it a  sa e thei  daughte s li es to e o e p ositute.  
I as daze a d also hu t to see that al ost ea h a d e e  house, fa il  

e e s gi e espe t to the gi ls a d the  li e like o o  people, ut the 
t uth is i  the a e of a iage, pa e ts sell thei  daughte s.   E e  gi ls a e 

ot safe i  thei  o  houses e ause the  a e u a a e a out this usi ess.                                                               
Co i ued o  page  

These Girls Also Live in Delhi… Where Our Prime Minis-
ter Lives  

A World Outside My Home  

Fatima Khatoon 
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Bei g o  a d ought up i  a 
ega- it  like Delhi, i  a ou t  

fo e l  k o  fo  ei g the la d 
of Ta doo i Chi ke  a d “ ake-

ha e s, is a p i ilege i  its o  
a . Delhi is a et opolita  it ,  
hi h is e t e el  glo al, he e 

o es eets people f o  all o e  the 
o ld a d f o  dife e t alks of 

life as ell. 
 

This polii al e t e is k o  fo  the 
gla o ous a d u a  li es lead  

illio s a d illio s, - li es that a e 
so olou ful a d f ee ki 
 

 Kau  jaye )au  
Pa  Dilli Ki Gali-
ya  Chhod Ka ?” 
 

I too as o e su h i d, i o e tl  
tasi g the jui  la ou s of the it  
u il Ap e Aap ought e fa e to 
fa e ith the ite  o es that e ist 
as i idl  as the othe s, ut a e 
so e he e lost o  o e shado ed 

 the i a t s e a ios all a ou d. 
O es, that people so ei es see, 

ut hoose to u —see, o es that I, 
ho has li ed i  a it  like Delhi, 

ould ha e e e  i agi ed. 
 

Although Ap e Aap has ee  a pa t 
of  life fo  o o e tha  a ouple 
of eeks, et the ealisaio s that 
ha e o e alo g ith the dis o e -
ies I ha e ade i  this litle i e a e 
goi g to e he e fo  a su sta iall  
lo ge  pe iod e ause hat ou see 
a d hat ou lea  f o  he e, is 
so ethi g  that ou a ot fo get 
easil . Not e ause it a ot e fo -
gote , ut e ause it is hu a l  
i possi le to fo get hat ight 
ha e happe ed, had the ta les ot 
tu ed the ight a  fo  ou i  ou  
life, a d had ou ee  i  the pla e 

he e the othe  as. It is i deed 
so ethi g o e a ot fo get. 
 

M  task as si ple, I as asked to 
o e t a out  su e s i to a 
ief sot op   o ga isi g a d 

a al si g the data.  
 

I had e e  i agi ed that a o e -

io  so lose et so fa  f o  the 
sou es of this data ould ause e 
to s eat ea h i e I thought a out 
the .  
 

Au at aga  ta g ka e a galat ho 
toh use aa a sahi hai , Hu aa e 
sa udaa e ei  toh z adata  au-
atei  P osituio  a Ba  Da e  ka 

hi kaa  ka i hai , Vidh a a 
hhodi ga i au ato  ki kee at dete 

hai .  
 

The o ds see  so o di a  i di id-
uall , ut the a ou t of eight a -
ied  ea h se te e as a hole, is 

the sa e as the a ou t of dis elief 
e all go th ough he  e o e to 

te s ith the fa t that this a pa t 
of the sa e palete that ou  Capital 
is pai ted ith.  
 

A d I  just o e of the a  litle 
i ds that Ap e Aap has helped out 

of the age of fa ade. The u e  
of li es ei g i pa ted  this sa -
iou  is u h igge  tha  ou o  e.  
 

“o saddle up, people!  
 

Cha ge has o e . . .  

By Jha aa Malhot a 

Ope aio s I te  

Ap e Aap Wo e  Wo ld-
wide 

New Delhi  

 

Colu  

Volunteer Journal 

Helped out of the 

Cage of Facade 
- Jharnaa Malhotra 

Join our mailing list at: 
www.apneaap.org 

 

Follo  us o   .fa e ook. o /ap eaap  
.t ite . o /ap eaap 

 

 

 

 

W ite to us fo  a  ue ies o  o e ts at o ta t@ap eaap.o g 
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The following is an excerpt from 
an interview with Ruchira Gupta 
conducted by Nidhi Gupta about 
the grassroots impact made by the 
organization in its 11 years and 
the impediments that lay ahead. 
 

Q. Ca  ou tell us a out these self-
e po er e t groups – ho  are 
the  orga ised, here all the  are 
prese t a d hat i pa t the ' e 
had? 

 

A. The self-e po e e t g oups 
a e ade up of o e  ho a e 
u e tl  i  p osituio , at- isk of 
ei g p osituted, o  su i o s of 

p osituio . Whe  the o e  i st 
joi  Ap e Aap, the  lea  a out 
thei  Fou  Esse ial ‘ights: The 
‘ight to Legal P ote io , the ‘ight 
to Edu aio , the ‘ight to “ustai a-

le a d Dig iied Li elihood a d the 
‘ight to “afe Housi g.  
 

As a e e  of a g oup of , ith 
the help of Ap e Aap ep ese ta-
i es, the o e  o k olle i el  
to gai  te  ke  Assets fou d to e 

ital fa to s i  thei  a ilit  to e-
du e gai  i depe de e. Ea h As-
set is u ial to a o a 's a ilit  to 
edu e he  depe de  o  the 

othel s ste  a d i ease he  
se u it  o  p e e t he  o  
t ai ki g a d that of he  hild e . 
 

‘e e tl , te  o e  fo ed the 
self-e po e e t g oup '“o a  
Ba gla', hi h ea s P ospe ous 
Be gal, i  the Khidde po e ed light 
a ea of Kolkata, a d e e su ess-
ful i  sta i g a a tee  usi ess. 
“o a  Ba gla i st ega  selli g 
food i  Ja ua   fo  a  Ap e 
Aap e e t. “i e the , the p o eeds 
a d lie tele of the usi ess ha e 
g o  a d ith the help of Ap e 
Aap, the o e  esta lished a a k 
a ou t fo  thei  p oits. 
 

“i e , Ap e 
Aap has ee  ad o-
ai g to dei e a d 
i i alize t ai ki g 

i  the I dia  La . 
O e  the ea s, 
AAWW has ade 
su issio s to the 
I dia  go e e t’s 
Mi ist  of Wo e  
a d Child De elop-

e t, the Pla i g 
Co issio  of I dia, 
a d the Ho e Mi is-
t .   
 

Q. You ha e also 'ata ked' the 
de a d side of the se -trade 
economy with your Cool Men 
Don't Buy Sex campaign. Can 
you tell us about this initiative – 
how is it constructed and what 
impact has it made? 

 

A. The Cool Men Don't Buy Sex 
Campaign is a call to end de-
mand for sex trafficking. It high-
lights the role that men play in 
fostering the sex industry. With-
out demand for purchased sex, 
traffickers, pimps, and brothel 
owners will be driven out of 
business. Apne Aap's ultimate 
goal is both societal and legal 
change.  
 

The campaign enlists both men 
and women to put pressure on 
the Indian Government for the 
enactment of the proposed Sec-

tion 5C of the Immoral Traffic 
Prevention Act (ITPA).  
 

This amendment will shift the 
burden of criminalization from 
women and girls in prostitution 
to the men who buy sex and the 
pimps who profit from violent 
exploitation. 
 

Q. The se  trade has al a s ee  a 
gre  area i  ter s of dei i g a d 
ide if i g ' hoi e' – oth a ade -
i all  a d i  pra i e, it is hard for 
so iet  to arri e at a o lusio  
a out the 'right ess', so to speak, 
a out prosituio . Ho  do ou 
dra  the li e et ee  for ed a d 

olu tar  prosituio  if su h a 
thi g e ists i  our so iet , for rea-
so s of li elihood  i  theor  a d 
pra i e? 

 

A. At Ap e Aap, e 
elie e that p ositu-

io  is ot a hoi e 
ut i stead esults 

f o  a  a se e of 
hoi e.  

 

Gi e  that ost o e  i  p ositu-
io  o e f o  a gi alized 
astes, lasses, a es, eligio s, a d 

eth i iies, p osituio  ould, at 
est e o side ed a su i al st at-

eg , ut i  the a se e of a  le-
gii ate ea s of ea i g a li eli-
hood, I ould e e  o side  this a 

olu ta  hoi e.  
 

Most o e  a d gi ls a e fo ed 
i to p osituio   i u sta es 
o  a tual ph si al utalit . 

The o l  a s e  is fo  o e o e  to e i  pu li  pla es a d o e e  i  p i ate spa es. Mo e f eedo  is the 
a s e , ot less 

 

Op/Ed : Empowering from Within Will Bring True Societal Change                                                                                                                        
- An interview with Ruchira Gupta 
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Fo esga j: P osituio : - A p osi-
tute o  a ta aif o  a de adasi as 
dife e t i es ha e alled the  i  
I dia- a e the fa ilitato s of hat 
so e people sa  the oldest p ofes-
sio  of the o ld . People do 't o -
l  all this p ofessio  the oldest, ut 
the  also all this p ofessio  to e 
di t  a d fo  the do  t odde  

o e  a d gi ls. 
 

I ha e o pleted  g aduaio  
a d post g aduaio  i  “o ial Wo k 
i  hi h a ious pape s e studied 

hi h o e s a ious a eas of the 
de elop e t se to . But as fa  as 

o e  i  p osituio  a e o -
e ed, f o  the sta i g poi t I a  
e  u ious to o k o  it. As p osi-

tuio  is a  i dust , hi h e e -
o e k o s a out, e e o e talks 
a out, ostl  e e o e has see , 

ut ha dl  does a o e e e  
a k o ledge it. As it is o side ed 
to e ad ; o side ed to e fo  
the di t  people. 
 

“i e the , I sea hed a ious o -
ga izaio s ho asi all  o k o  

o e  i  p osituio  i  I dia i  
the i te et as I a ted to lead  
e a ple a d sho  the people that 
the p ositutes a e ot ad, the  
too a e hu a s ho a e i  eed of 
ou  help; the o es ho ha e the 
a ilit  to help the . 
 

 “udde l  I hea d f o   f ie ds 
that Ap e Aap Wo e  Wo ld ide 

ill o e fo  Ca pus Pla e e t i  
ou  Depa t e t of “o ial Wo k, Vis-

a- Bha ai. Whe  I as sele ted i  
the a pus e uit e t, It felt like a 
d ea  o e t ue fo  e, as ell as 
a  ope i g fo  e to ake a dife -
e e i  this o ld a d help these 

o e  a d hild e . 
 

 F o  st Jul ,  Whe  I joi ed 
i  Ap e Aap Wo e  Wo ld ide  to 

ill date, I ha e e pe ie ed ho  
u h halle gi g to o k o  this 

ield.  
 

He e, he  I isited the ‘ed Light 
A ea of Uta i ‘a pu  fo  the i st 
i e, I a e to k o  that I te  
Ge e aio al P osituio  is p a -
i ed,  Nat o u it . As this 
a ea is p et  lose to Nepal Bo de , 
gi ls a d o e  a e t ai ked e  
f e ue tl .  
 

Du i g this pe iod, I t ied to u de -
sta d the eal situaio  of those 
gi ls a d o e  ho a e i i  of 
t ai ki g  egula  isit a d talked 
to the . It as e t e el  dii ult 

fo  e to fatho  that su h a life 
e ists, he e the o  othe  fo -
es he  o  hild i to a t ade like 
p osituio . 
 

Gi ls a d o e  
ho de  to e o e 

p ositutes; the  a e 
utall  eate   

thei  pa e ts, hus-
a d a d/o  othe  
elai es. The  a e 

the i i s of ape, 
se ual iole e, do-

esi  iole e, et .  
 

Gi ls a e ot allo ed to stud  at 
highe  le el, e e  i  BAL Ma dal, 
pa e ts do ot se d thei  hild e  
to stud .  
 

But, ith ha d o k a d pe se e -
a e, so e fo  of ha ge a  e 
see . I a  also it essi g of so e 
of the ha ges that took pla e a d 
sill o i ui g i  the i d of pa -
e ts.  
 

Fo  e a ple, i  last ea   hild e  
e e studied i  BAL Ma dal, a d 

this ea  the u e  i eases to 
8, hi h lea l  ele ts the ha g-

i g i dset of the pa e ts. E e  
though it is just a  i ease of 8 
hild e , ut ith the slo  a d 

stead  efo t, does o e e ei e 
so e su ess a d though this u -

e  ight see  s all, it is a huge 
step o  ou  pa t i  a hie i g the 

igge  goals. 
 

Gi ls a d o e  a e o  a le to 
p otest agai st su h iole e a d 
get id of the hai  of i te  ge e a-
io al p osituio . It is easie  said 
tha  do e, ut like ha ge is slo , 
so ill e the p o ess of ighi g fo  
the e po e e t of these litle 
gi ls a d o e . Fo  e a ple,  
 

Fou  of ou  gi ls u -
e tl  stud  i  Pat a  

 

Ma  of us talked a out the ea-
so s a d efe t of p osituio  i  
p ese t da  o te t. But it s i e to 

o e o  to i g posii e ha ges 
i  ou  so iet .  

It s i e to thi k a out the Last 
Gi l  a d p o ide est oppo tu iies 
to the  so that the  a  li e a life 

ith full dig it . 

Diary of a Social Worker 

Santu Roy 

30—38 is a Small 
Number but a Huge 

Step 
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Kolkata: I, Noo ei  Khatoo -  
ea s, li e ith  fa il  i  Wat-

gu ge oad, adja e t to the Mu -
siga j ed light a ea. M  othe , 
Nag a Af ee  used to o k as a 
house aid i  ou  o u it  as 

ell as i  Mu shigu j a ea. M  
othe  fou d it e  dii ult to 

keep e g o i g a a  f o  the ed 
light a ea.  
 

O e da   othe  a e i  tou h 
ith Ap e Aap a d he  d ea  of 

seei g e i  s hool, stud i g o -
pute , see s to e ealized. M  fa-
the  o ks i  a leathe  fa to . M  
pa e ts used to sta  at Da ha ga, 
Biha . He e, i  Kolkata e a e sta -
i g fo  the last  ea s adja e t to 
the ed light a ea. The fa il  i -
o e is ‘s. /- pe  o th. 

 

I as ot fa ilia  ith the o put-
e , I used to see that  o  oth-

e  a  a ess the o pute  ell a d 
a  do dife e t o ks th ough 
o pute . At that i e I used to 

thi k that  o  ou ge  othe  
a  a ess the o pute  so h  ot 

I.  
 

O e da , he  I a e to k o  that 
all  eigh o s  hild e  a e at 
Ap e Aap to lea  o pute  a d 
take tuio  a d thei  i ol e e t i  
dife e t a i iies, I et o e of Ap-

e Aap s dada a d sha ed  d ea  
to lea  o pute . At that i e, I 

as ot o ide t.  
 

But o  ate  se e al o ths of 
lea i g o pute , I a  easil  a -
ess o pute  a d o k ith o d, 

po e -poi t a d e el a d a  e e  
d a  pi tu es i  pai t shop ith the 
help of the ouse.  
 

This ea , I passed Madh a ik f o  
 s hool a ed Badhshah Kha , 

Khidde po e a d I a  e  e ited 
a d happ  to sha e that all of  
f ie ds, dadas a d espe iall  ‘a h a 
di f o  Ap e Aap guided e a lot 
ega di g  i al lass X e a i a-

io .  

As ea lie  I had a litle dou t a out 
 su je t E glish, ut i  Ap e Aap, 

I as guided  ‘a ha a didi as ell 
as “a geeta didi a d had got good 

a k, hi h is e o d  e pe ta-
io .  

M  pa e ts e e also happ  ith 
 i al esult of Class X a d o  

the  a e d ea i g to get e ad-
ited i  good s hool, so that I a  

stud  o e a d a  fullill  pa -
e ts d ea .  

 

My Younger Brother can Access Computer, Why Can t I  

P ize i  Lite atu e. He used hiNoo ei  Khatoo that ould alue the e pe ise of 

 

Follo  us o   .fa e ook. o /ap eaap  
.t ite . o /ap eaap 
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co i ued f o  page 1: The 
Wo ld Outside   

At that poi t of i e, o e uesio  
a e i   i d that is it a si  to 
e a daughte ? Those gi ls eed full 

p ote io  as ell as edu aio  op-
po tu it . Ha dl , e  ide spe d 
o e da  ith he  hus a d happil  i  
he  hole a ied life. Othe s fo e 
he  to lead a life of p ositute. 

This is sho ki g fo  e, e ause ou  
ge e al thought a out ou  ou t s 
apital is a et opolita  it , he e 

people lead a i h life, he e o e all 
lite a  ate is highe , people get 
jo s easil , gi ls get o e p ote -
io , a d he e ou  P i e Mi iste , 
P eside t li es ut o  the o t a , 
i  GB oad gi ls a e sold a d u  
dail  like a  othe  o odiies 

hi h gi e a sile t essage to the 
o ld that those gi ls also li e i  

Delhi, ut the  ha e e  litle o  o 
a ess to a  fa iliies. No  I u de -
stood it also happe s i  pla e like 
Delhi. I  this a , I sa  a dife e t 

o ld i  Delhi, I t ied to u de sta d 
the situaio  of the gi ls a d at the 
e d, a d e ha e to ight fo  ea h 
a d e e  gi l ho led thei  life. 
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My First Day in Apne Aap 

Jasneet Kaur 

Delhi:  As I alked th ough the 
doo a  i to the Ap e Aap Wo e  
Wo ld ide oi e i  Delhi, the p o-
fessio al sei g i ed ith the aes-
thei  appeal of the oi e a used 

e.  
 

I ould t stop gazi g at the poste s 
a d a ifestos up the alls, hi h 
p o i e tl  displa ed o e of the 

ajo  issues this o ld fa es toda  : 
“e  t ai ki g of gi ls a d o e . I 
spe t a fe  o e ts i t ospe i g, 
ho  e hoose to ig o e hat is 
happe i g a ou d us. F o  that 

o e t o a ds, I hose ot to. 
Not o l  e ause I had stepped i to 
the oi e hi h o ks agai st se  
t ai ki g, ut e ause, as a hu a  
I ould ot; ould just ot. 
 

Ate  a ouple of i tues of i t o-
spe io  a d e ous ess though I 
hate to ad it it , I et ith “ ai 
Di, ho asked e a out  p ofes-
sio al a kg ou d, a d the o k I 

ould like to do. What  pe so al 
k o ledge as a out the te s 
t ai ki g a d p osituio  a d 

hat did I feel a out these  o ds 
i  ge e al. That ade e thi k a d 
thi k eall  ha d; thi k like I p o a-

l  had ot thought a out these 
thi gs efo e, a d that s he  I 
k e  that I as he e I as a so-
lutel  ea t to e. 
 

“he alled Ti ku, a d told e she 
ould e  guide. As I looked at 

Ti ku a d ai ed i  a Yes 

Ma a , Ti ku s apped a k sa i g, 
do t all e Ma a , all e Di . 
Oka  Ma a , e  Di , a e  e-

pl .  I sta tl , I k e  I had o e to 
the ight pla e. 
 

As the da  passed, e e o e as so 
o dial a d eas  goi g, ot aki g 

e feel o e that I as i  a e  
pla e.  
 

I spe t  da  eadi g the lite atu e 
a d at hi g a fe  do u e ta ies 
elated to t ai ki g. The o ie ta-

io  talk fo usi g o  the isio  a d 
the issio  of the o ga izaio  ith 
its poli ies ade  i d lea  o  

h  I as he e a d hat I ould e 
doi g he e. 
 

It did t take lo g to i dulge i  deep 
o e saio s ith  fello  i -

te s, a d olleagues at the oi e.  
M  i st da  at oi e illed e ith a 
se se of elo gi g ess to this o -
ga izaio  a d the people. 
 

I k e  that this pla e ill tea h e 
a lot, a d ill lea e a e  i po ta t 
i pa t i   life; o e that ould 
help e a lot i   futu e, as this 
pla e tea hes ou to lea   doi g. 
The  isits I ha e ee  to a d the 

o k I ha e do e, has ee  u pa al-
leled a d o e that I ill he ish fo  

a  o e ea s to o e.  

co i ued f o  page 1   Res ue of The Last Girl 
 

O  th Ap il *‘a hel sta ted alli g the tea he , 
pleadi g fo  help e ause she as ei g fo efull  se t 

a k to  he  i -la s. Ap e s Aap s o u it  o ilise  
a d the tea he  e gaged ith *‘a hel, ushi g to talk 
to he  at the e te .  

Fi all , a o plai t as ite  do  o  ‘a hel s e-
half, hi h she sig ed. The Ap e Aap staf took up 
*‘a hel s ase ele tlessl . Ho e e , e o d the staf s 

est efo ts, *‘a hel as se t a k to Patauda to li e 
ith he  hus a d a d i -la s. O  th Ap il, e s hed-

uled a eei g ith BBA, a  NGO that ights hild 
t ai ki g.  

O  Ma  th, a tea  of 8 people let Delhi to es-

ue *‘a hel. A poli e fo e as a a ged fo  us, a d 
the p ote io  oi e  as alled ight a a . We let fo  
the es ue at : p. . A o o  of  a s a i ed at 

p. . a d *‘a hel as ide iied a d es ued. 
*‘a hel as shi i g he  ightest s ile looki g at us. 
“he as utall  eate  a  hou  ea lie   he  hus-

a d, ut at that o e t, she as illed ith jo  to see 
us. “he k e  she had ee  sa ed.  

O  the da  of *‘a hel s es ue she told ou  Ap e Aap 
staf: I k e   didi ould o e a d sa e e, I had 
o plete faith a d ou did .    

* a e ha ged 

 

‘Don’t Call Me 
Ma’am, Call Me Di’ 
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Delhi:  I a  “a geeta a d I too a  
pa t of the Ap e Aap Fa il . As e 
a e pa t of a g ass oots o ga izaio  
to e d se  t ai ki g, it is e t e el  
i po ta t fo  us to isit the ield, as 
it is a  i teg al pa t of hat e do. 
 

“o, i st e e t to ou  Dha pu a 
oi e i  Delhi ith a fe  isito s 
a d i t odu ed the  ith e e  
staf e e s. We pla ed so e 

ideos hi h e e do u e ted  
Ap e Aap o  at ‘isk hild e  of 
P e  Naga  a d Dha a pu a.  
 

The isito s, the  et ith hild e  
i  ou  Dha a pu a e t e a d 
talked ith the  a out thei  lea -
i g f o  e t e of Ap e Aap.  Ms. 
“h eta Khata  e plai ed a out the 
a i iies of e t e a d p og ess of 
hild e . 

 

Ate  that, e pla ed the ideo of 
A a d A u a Mu uga a tha  
a out the sa ita  apki s p oje t 
a d e plai ed the hole idea to set 
up this u it fo  o e  to p o ide 
the  ith alte ai e I o e Ge -
e aio al “kills to ou  o e  a d 
hild e . 

Ate  isii g Dha a pu a, e 
o ed fo  P e  Naga  oi e ith 

ou  ield stafs, isito s a d th ee 
poli e e  fo  ha dli g agg essi e 
situaio .  
 

A tuall  Ou  P e  Naga  Ce t e had 
ot ee  ope i g fo   da s due to 

ou  su i o s es ue ope aio  
f o  Pataua. “he is a  ea s old 
gi l a d li i g i  P e  Naga  ith 
he  pa e ts. “he had ee  taki g 
lasses i  ou  e t e si e last th ee 
ea s. Ate  gei g a ied, he  

hus a d a ted to fo e i  p osi-
tuio , so e had es ued he  f o  
Pataua o  he  o plai t ith help 
of poli e.  
 

Whe e e  a  o ga izaio  o du ts 
a es ue, the e al a s is so e a k-
lash that the o ga izaio  has to 
fa e e ause of it. That is hat 

akes es ue ope aio s so e  
o pli ated, ut also it helps u sa e 

the life of o e o e gi ls, ho oth-
e ise ould ha e  had to su it to 
the de a ds of the t ade. 
 

Whe  e ea hed at P e  Naga  
ith ou  tea , people got olle ted 

i  f o t of the oi e a d sta ted to 
ua el. Ti ku ji a d ield stafs t ied 

to talk ith he  elai es a d othe  
o d.  But the  did ot a t to 

liste  a d sta ted to th o  sto e. 
The  e e  a used us. This as 
so ethi g I as seei g fo  the e  
i st i e i   life a d I as ki d of 
a litle app ehe si e to o e fu -
the  too, ut seei g the esol e of  

 fello  olleagues, it did gi e e 
a lot of st e gth. 
 

That situaio  as e  da ge ous 
fo  us a d u a le to o t ol o  that 

iole e. “o e de ided to o e 
a k to Dha a pu a Ce t e ith 

help of poli e e .  
 

I  Dha a pu a e t e, e had a 
s all dis ussio  fo  app e iai g 
tea  ith sip of old d i k. 
 

It as ou  hole da  jou e  of e -
t es. It as i deed a e  e i hi g 
e pe ie e fo  e as I got a  oppo -
tu it  to see the ield ha d o  a d 
o e that I ha e lea t a lot f o . 
 

 I ould like to sa  that Ap e Aap 
ha e su h a a e Field stafs. 

My Colleagues  Resolve Gave Me Strength 
 

Sangeeta Shakya 

 

Follo  us o   .fa e ook. o /ap eaap  
.t ite . o /ap eaap 

 

 

 

 

W ite to us fo  a  ue ies o  o e ts at o ta t@ap eaap.o g  
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 Poems  
 

Fla e of Hope 

 

From the small small hopes, 
I had made a small bridge, 

While walking on the roads of life, 
The mistakes that I had many 

made. 
 

Yet when I look at, 
The beautiful sky above me, 

My heart flies like a kite, 
Looking for tat hope in its endless 

darkness. 
 

 

-  J oi Thaku  

Age :  ea s 

The Na eless Flo e  

 

One shouldn't ask about relations, 
Nor is it something to know about. 

There is no one to support, 
A nameless existence. 

 

If by mistake, someone picks up the nameless 
flower, 

It still remains one without any existence. 
I was not born that way it says, 

But have become like this because of the 
world’s silence, 

I had not chosen my cast, creed or God, 
But seems like many of us were made this way, 

A bag full of our nameless existence. 
 

- Ta a a Khatoo   
Age :  ea s 


