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“Priya’s Shaktiis the first Indian comic book of its kind — not only confronting teenagers with the sensitive issue of sexual
violence, but also engaging young people through its innovative use of augmented reality technology.’— REUTERS
“There is a new weapon in the battle to prevent violence against women in India — a comic book.”

— THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
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Priya and the Lost Girls is based on the life of Ruchira Gupta and her jourriey from making the documentary The Selling of
Innocents to building Apne Aap Women Worldwide, an NGO that works to end sex trafficking, while simultaneously work-
ing with the United Nations to devise better policies for the poor and young often neglected by society. The story highlights
crucial moments in the lives of Apne Aap women and children; trafficking survivors that freed themselves from a system of
inter-generational prostitution in India. Through the lens of both Ruchira’s and the survivors' experiences, Apne Aap has
designed a campaign called The Last Girl to draw worldwide attentian to the plights of the 13-year olds in brothels and the
15-year olds standing on street corners. View videos about Apne Aap through the augmented reality app Artivive.
Learn more and support the campaign at www.apneaap.org/donate
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iya touches her
parents’ Feet to
receive their blessings.

As Priya and Sahas T didn't see
walk through the village, any girls in
she notices there are the village.
ne girls, enly clder Where is
women and men, Lakshmi?

Your sister Fathen stop
went to werk, talking like
but we have Ik 1 | fhcxff to Maa.
net heard From : !?c;n T werry.
her since. T'll Find her

have never
sent hen T
hope she is




—

Nonsense!
She is there to
coek and clean

For a Family.

Your Father
sent Lakshmi
nerth te Rahu
with the other
girls From the
village. T hear

itis abad
place.

=7 Take this
with you.
It willgive
you Padee’s
strength
and wisdom,

Priya remembers the starry night when
her loving grandma was on her
deathbed and giFted Priya the

precious bangdle that was passed
down by their ancestors.

Use it
when you
need our
ancestors
te protect




Something is
wrong, Sahas.
The village is

empty ofF girls
and nebeody

will say why!

/ Lakshmi!
u Luanflfhre - Padee gave
bangle! 1 \ it to me.

Priya remembers how much Lakshmi loved Padee’s bangle.

That night PriFa keeps
thinking abouf Lakshmi
and worries that she
might be in trouble.




Cne day
you will be
- even better

than me!

You stayed
up to watch
me all night.







Lakshmi!
Sheis in
trouble,
Sahas.

Oh Sahas,
the smell is so
streng, Your
poor hgar‘

nese.

wWaten
please.

Below they see a
woman turning into
stone. Her life is being
squeezed out ofF her
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T am dying.
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I am Rahu,
the king of
Welcome! this city,
Rahu will love where women
you For your serve men.
service.

T have
never heard
of you
before.

T was there h
when you sinned. =% You are
Al-tad you given A h disgusting. T will
yourself happily to Fight anyene whe

those men, you - harms a weman.
wouldn't have

suFfered!

Next time it will be
your Face. T will burn
you alive iF you don't

Follow my rules.




You will burn the
other hand tee iF
you touch that
wound, Priya’

many
things!

Pon't
listen te this
halF-snake.

She was about
to put the blue
poison on your

Wrap it
with these
and your
weund will

heal.

Manidhari is about to put the blue leaves on
Priya’s hand when Amrit suddenly appears.




\ understand.
That snake was T just want to
loeking For Foed. | Find my sisten
It is not safe For
you te be alene.

Come with me.

You can't bring

that tiger with
ou, The girls

will get scared

But heis
my Friend.

Your Furry
tey and you
can sta r'iqht
here then!

As Amrit walks away, Priya thinks of a plan,
T W

Quick, Sahas!
Jump infe my
heart before
she notices.

Priya's tiger heart is always within her
even when Sahas is not with her in ‘person!




Priya notices
volcane channels
Flowing through the
streets and...

Clang of a big
ong is heard.
t rings 7 times.

She seems
strange, but
maybe she can
help me Find
Lakshmi.

«little shops
that sell drugs,
tobacco,
alechel, and
things For
women.

The gong
rings when it's
time to work.

I am Amrit.

T was the First
girl to come to
Rahu, Now T show
Rahu's ways to
new girls.




Mere lava seeps out of the volcane and
into the streets, illuminating the wheole
city in an erange glow.

Lots of women come outside.
Men start looking at them,
choose the ones they like, and
take them to privafe rooms.

i My girls don't k.
Follow the gong.
IF you werk For

me, You only have
to see 5 or 6 men

\_ @ night, not 20.




Are you
a pimp?

Now you
rest. Itis
time For me
to werk.

Shhhh. We must
Find out what is
geing on here, Where

o we start?

Shee! We are
wershippers of
Rahu, Our worship
is pleasing men.

iya tears her scarf and
ps it around her wound.

Sahas nudges Priya
towards the curtain, [ _




I was right about
Amrit, Sahas, we

need to be ver|
careful. T mus
think of a plan.

I have an idea.
Meother used to say,
“Feed salt, get loyaity!

Maa's puri bhaaji
are the best. Let's
Find the kitchen.

VK

Once Sahas has leapt back inside her heart,
iya Finds the kitchen and starts ceoo

y 4

Five days

since you worked.
Vo you want to be
cast out ofF Rahu

and turn you to

stone?

oking.



Smells
delicious.

Laila,
this poor girl is
looking For her sister
Lakshmi. You must
lock like her

My name is
Laila.

Why is Lakshmi
reFusing to
recognize me?
This deesn't
seem right!

I am not your
sistern Pon't
bother me.

Priya is shocked but alse notices
that there is something diFFerent
abeut Lakshmi. She keeps cooking.




w7 The outside g L)

world is Y Youmade a
dangercus. dood choice
\ Twasrapedin | | by coming here. |
A\ my village by \ Rahu will keep
Y men. you saFe,

Truth is, you N
must let men ;
protect you. Rahu }
protectsus. 4

That was your
own Fault! IF you
go out alene in
tight clothes,
what will
happen?

Lakshmi tries to control
herself but Maa's Food
reminds her of her childhood.
She wipes away a tear

I have come
to take you
home.




Feel well : = Knoul sae [
? A — Lakshmi! But why
T ?Omrgg,:”g : \ is she behaving
' this way?

Lakshmi/ /  Youneed to
What have leave. Why have
they done to you come?
you?

A little laten Privya sheaks intfo
Lakshimi's room and hugs her tight.




Let's discuss this

latern Let's leave

befFore semecone
Sees us.,

T am not
deing
anywhere,

Lakshmi/

isisa

very bad
place.

T saw what
happened to you
when you came
home aFter you
were abused. Here
ne ene thinks
badly of me.

Isee!
Laila, you know
this little bird
after all. wWhat
a pretfty sister
you have.

She is not my
sisten She keeps
saying that, so
T wanted to set
her straight.

e \v?s
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wWhat have

you Found
Kshmi! You

Amrit opens a small vial,
and era Fumes start
t »me out. Priya
coughs a little and
starts to Feel dizzy.

at her n-. )
A My top girl.




I saved
her especially
For you, Be
genfle. She
is new,

Sahas twists and
turns inside Priya’s

heart. He growls,

mqki_n%?riga sif up

straight and vomit
up the elixin




Sahas, run!
We will come
back For
Lakshmi!

|

is still dizzy and weak From
he elixin She grabs hold of
Sahas as he carries her away.

It looks like
she poisoned
you, and your
wound has not

healed yet.

Manidhari notices the
bandage on Priya’s hand
and her dizzy state.




These
will help
in healing
Rahu's

I need your
help getting my
kingdem back

Froem Rahu,

Manidhari wraps the blue
leaves areund Priya’s hand.
The wound starts te heal
instantanecusly.

Eons ago,
T was fhe
rightFul
gueen of
this land.

where Naagas,
halF-snake, halk-human
creatures lived.

My husband Pa
We loved our pe

al and T were the rightFul rulers oF t
ruled our kingdom without any ¢




He is in pain.

Cur Pharma
says teo
help him.

castaway From

the world above,
called Pharti.

T am an innocent
being. Help me!

Paatal, you are a
mighty king. T den't
understand why
you let a weak
Weman run your
kingdom.

A kingdeom
can onlq be

amans.

Take control
oF your woman
and your
kingdom.

Cne day, a stranger called Rahu
came to our court, Paatal was
hesitant to help, but T insisted.

Rahu was a monsten
He possessed an elixir
which could take control
oF creatures and turn
them into his disciples.

He took control of Paatal’s
mind and turned him against
me and all Female Naagas.




o

He then locked me in my reom and
passed a law that male Naagas
would own Female Naagdas.

And then he brutally killed
Paatal with his lava.




Rahu betrayed everyone and spewed his
volcanic poison over my council members and
my kingdem, changing it to what it is now.

i NN A O) T
I~ ‘(l’ ,.’}\;Q _ é.}(\.‘ |




T ran away to
save my liFe. You
are the one whe

can defFeat Rahu.

-. iri 'l burn

:-rl.'

even come

close te him.

Rahu is the evil
energy of greed
Jjealousy, and lust,
That can enly be
defFeated with the
pure energy of
courage, kindness,
and love.

B alive iF T
{

..:!

He keeps his
elixir in the center
oF the veolcano,
You will have to
Freeze it with your
divine bloed.

Priya takes a deep breath and
climbs on Sahas. He leaps
towards the volcane.

She takes a kniFe in her hand and il
presses the bangle to her heart.




Priya cuts her hand. Bloed starts
to frickle. She presses the bangle
tight to her heart and jumps
inside without Fear

Suddenly, a strong Force Field emitting From
the bangle surrounds her and stops the
lava Frem incinerating her Priya’s blood

drips inte Rahu's elixir
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In the cirg, lava stops
Flowing and turns inte rock. [

Priya, at the brink of death,
is brought by Sahas to the |
center of the city.

tegether again
and that is
\ what matters.

I knew it/
Priya has
done it!

Oh, Priya.
Tlost you
once. Please
don't leave
me again/

Rahu ne lenger has
power over Lakshmi.
She helds Priya
tightly and cries.

T am sorry,
Priya. I don't
know what
came over me.




World will
net accept
you. There is
ne hope For

i
it i """~..
- ( control them
M\ angmore.
\______ A

Manidhari commands her
Female Naagas to banish
Amrit to the dungeen.




Priya, Lakshmi, and the
cother wemen climb up the
stairs which lead to the
outside world.

/]|

You should
go home

to your

Remember
you are Shakti.

You
pow

F g

are
erful.

We are
oing with
you.

It's true.

They will

burn us
alive,

Tt will be
hard, but
they will
take you
back.

T will go
with you to
your villages
to keep
ou safe.
et's go.

You speak
of Fairy
tales.

They wen't
accept us!




Priya leads the wemen
through their villages.
Instead oF being greeted
with open arms, they are
treated like lepers.

Instead of being
welcomed, their
Families scorn and
ridicule them.

Some pecple even

curse at them and |

shame them.




Your Father
said you are
net welcome
here. T am
sorry.

You shameFul ’ You ge to
lot, go back to those brothels
the brothels! too. You are the
Or betten enes whe are
just die! shameFul!

How dare
¥ou say such
But T speak hings about

the truth. my huskand.
I have seen
you in Rahu.

You,
characteriess
girl! Your
tongue should
be cut ofk




Shameless
women/!

Shameless
women, leave!

Kl
N ) A | Priya is starting
e - - to get angry!
Running is net the ” . W

answer! We need
to stand together
and Fight this.
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Slowly each woman whe escaped From Rahu jumps

into Priya’s heart. She gets bigger and strongenr




/'F.noughF

/ You 1hr0|.u

|' us m harm's ‘|
| and
}sa | is our /
,\‘ ault.

Will you let your
daughter die™
Yeu protect your own
daughter; but don’t
Feel another mother's
pain?! You are, blind te
your husband'’s Flaws.

wWhat hope do we
have when our cwn

mothers don't
But they
smned
A woman must
know her

stand with us?
baundamea

“r

Qur sins?
We must die
because the;y 1ook
our henor?
It is not our honor-
but their honon
that is gone.

——

ﬂou gave him liFe. \
You %lve him pewer You
need Yo teach him how fo .
\ respect women. \\ /Ins fea\

e = -\;; ou stand
here and | -
\ throw stones
atus!
o y




Please give me
my sister back.
T love her

T know but
she needs
respect, henop
and eqguality.

Brut she
is a girl.

Boys go to ;
school,g(sﬁ-ls stay Kahu was in

business because
the whele world

raises boys and
girls unequally.

home to cook. Boys
protect girls.

You think we
are responsible
For girls choosin
to werk in Rahu?

Most of them
thought they were
geing to clean dishes
and mep Floors For
rich people. The rest
were abducted
by traFFickers.




What is a That is why
trafFicken we keep our
Ma? " g girls in purdah
and restrict
them, to keep
them safe.

Somecone
whe takes
kids away teo
. a bad place.

Se you
suFFocate
them!

“But how can S Are you
we c.hange the enem%
that? ofF women?

OF course
not!

/I?on t you ouh
our sen For

not emﬁ able to |
i

control his wiFe?

—

Pon't you ask your
seon to be a man?
To beat her so she
knows her place?”

Go tell a girl
that you see her!
You hear her!
You henor her!
Teach your sons to
do it toe.

Can T live in your
heart too? My maa
and baaba curse at

me and call me a
burden. They worry

about my dowry.




Live without
us now!

When you have Found
respect For women and
what we do, we will
return.

===

Instead of keeping
girls safe From the world
create a werld that is safe

For them! we will wait For
that world.







